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Colombian quake kills at least 250 

BOGOTA (AFP; — A massive earthquake that shook 
most of Colombia on Monday has left at least 2Su 
people dead and 3,000 injured, Radionet and Televi- 
•sfcm Caracol reported citing local authorities. In the 
pqML-of Armenia, in Colombia’s coffee re»ion 
"authorities said that 150 bodies had been recovered In 
g*ut>y Pereira, at least 50 people died, officials told 
%cal media. 
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Five ethnic Albanians found 
dead in Kosovo 

PRISTINA i.APi — The bodie?. of live slain ethnic 
Albanian*. including two children, were discovered 
MonJav in south- western Kosovo. clouding a new 
:r.;emj!ii»njl push in find a political -settlement for the 
pr* v A spokesman lor international peace moni- 
Jor>. Jurgen Grunnet. said the live apparently had been 
'ho: bv automatic weapons and their car burned. The 
ethnic Albanian Kumjui Information Centre said the 
;i-.c *.t ere LitleJ hie SuriJuv after Serbian police 
opened lire at them from an armoured cur. There was 
no independent confirmation and no details were 
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King names Prince Abdullah as successor 
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Siipermoitief 
to have her 
20th baby 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday ended a week of 
uncertainty and nationwide 
speculation about succes- 
sion by designating his 
eldest son HRH Prince 
Abdullah. a 36-year-old 
army general, as Crown 
Prince. 

The King also sent a 
strongly- worded letter to 
HRH Prince Hasson. 51. 
who had been the King's 
designated heir for the last 
34 years, explaining the rea- 
sons that prompted him to 
take the decision. 

The King appeared to crit- 
icise people around Prince 
Hasson, who he described 
as ‘'climbers'’ that “climb 
on the branch to ruin the 
relations between brothers 
and between father and 
son." 

He accused those 
“climbers" of crying to 
“destroy Jordan" and “to 
instigate infighting in the 
ranks of the leadership after 
they failed to dismantle the 
country's base.” 

“ ...They find in my being 
alive an impediment to all 
their designs...,” the King 
said without identifying 
those he meant. 

The King said that Prince 
Hassan was opposed to his 
proposals for succession 
and who should succeed his 
brother. “We have differed, 
and we still do, over the suc- 
cession and who would suc- 


ceed you. You were com- 
pletely opposed to this until 
the time you would have 
assumed the Throne and 
decided who would have 
been your successor." 

In his 14-pagc letter to 
Prince Hassan, ~ King Hus- 
sein said he was forced to 
intervene from his sickbed 
ro prevent “meddling in the 
affairs of the Arab Aitov.*' 
He said the intent of med- 
dling was to “settle scores." 
divide the army and politi- 
cise it. 

Referring to Prince Has- 
son 's letter of Jan. 2 1 to the 
King, in which the Prince 
submits to the will of the 
King, the Monarch said ihui 
in order to take a decision 
on the succession to the 
Throne he found he must 
“refer to the original consti- 
tutional rule.” He said that 
as all the conditions that 
originally dictated the 

exception to the primogeni- 
ture succession had passed, 
referring to the clause added 
to the Constitution in 1965 
allowing a brother to be 
named heir apparent. Prince 
Abdullah would immediate- 
ly assume all duties and 
responsibilities as the 

Crown Prince of the 

Hashemite Kingdom. 

The King thanked his 
brother, expressing his 

"deepest appreciation" for 
all the "sincere efforts” he 
exerted over the last three 
decades, citing his achieve- 


Text of the Royal Decree 

V^E. KING Hussein 1 of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan. acting under Paragraph A of Article 28 of the Consti- 
tution, issue our Royal Decree appointing our eldest son. 
His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, as 
Crown Prince. He shall be vested with a/I rights and privi- 
leges pertaining to this decree. 


nients in the fields of educa- 
tion. development, science 
and intellectual discourse. 
He also thanked Prince Has- 
san lor his readiness to 
accept his decision. 

Last night the King 
received Prince Hassan and 
Prince Abduf/ah at hi s pri- 
vate residence at Bab Al 
Salam. where Prince Hass an 
presented the new Crown 
Prince with the Royal 
Decree of designation. 

The full texts of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
letter to HRH Prince Has- 
san (dated Jan. 25, 1999) 
and die letter of Prince 
Hassan to King Hussein 
{dated Jan. 21. 1999; fol- 
low: 

My Dear Brother, 

Your Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan. 

May God protect you, 

I am sending you Arab 
Hashemite greetings with 
affection and appreciation. 

More than thirty years 
ago, 1 entrusted you with the 
position of crown prince. 


and you have accomplished 
the task entrusted to you 
with diligence, enthusiasm 
and rest'd \e that knows no 
fatigue or failure. You have 
been a brother and a sup- 
porter .standing by my side 
in difficult times shoulder- 
ing with me a great deal of 
responsibilities on the 
domestic and sometimes 
external fronts. 

When I entrusted you with 
this mission, it was my 
response to your desire :ind 
it was my appreciation of 
your capabilities. I was sat- 
isfied because what good 
we aim to achieve with 
God's blessing is for Jordan 
and for all its people and 
Jheir future generations. 

I entrusted you wiih the 
post of crown prince and 1 
was, with the will of God. 
responsible for that decision 
al the lime, at a lime when 
the eldest son of the King 
had not reached the age 
defined by the Constitution 
la allow him to assume 
responsibility in case the 
King had died by the will of 
God. 

At that time, a dark atmos- 







His Majesty King Hussein looks on while HRH Prince Hassan hands over Royal documents to HRH Crown Prince 
Abdullah (Photo by Meldosl 


phere was affecting the 
whole nation because dan- 
gers. rumours - and specula- 
tion were rife concerning 
the imminent end of Jordan, 
a country with u mission, 
principles and morals, and a 


true affiliation tn the nation. 

At the time, we were 
forced to introduce an 
amendment to Article 28 of 
the Constitution so that a 
brother of the King could 
assume the post of the 


Crown Prince. I chose you 
for the post with the bless- 
ings and approval of my 


your brother Mohammad 
was older than you. My dear 
brother Mohammad dis- 


brother. His Roy al Highness played understanding and 
Prince Muhammad. You altruism. 


have been privileged to hold 
that post despite the fact that 


(Continued on page 6) 
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: -AMMAN I J.T.) — His 
, Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, 
whose naming as Crown 
Prince was made public last 

1 night, is a career officer in 
the Jordan Armed Forces. 
Promoted to the rank of 
major general in 1998, the 
36-year-old Prince is com- 
mander of the Special Forces 
Command. 

Prince Abdullah is King 
Hussein’s eldest son by his 
second wife. Her Royal 
..Highness Princess Muna. 

' Bom in Amman in 1962, the 
. Prince started his education 
- at the Islamic Educational 
College, left for England in 
1966 and entered Sl 
E dmund’s School in Surrey, 
then later attended Deerfield 
; Academy in the United 
States where he completed 
his high school education. 

_ [n 19S0, Prince Abdullah 
■ joined Britain’s Royal Acad- 
emy at Sandhurst, 'where he 
received his military educa- 
" don. 

He joined Oxford Univer- 
sity for a year, graduating in 
■ 1984 for special studies in 
mremational politics and 
■_ ^orld affairs. On returning 
~ home in 1984. Prince Abdul- 
; lah, then a first lieutenant, 
served as Platoon Common- 
and Company 2nd-in- 
cornmand in the 40th 
1 Armoured Brigade. His tnil- 
«ary service was interrupted 
thrice to attend tbe School of 
Foreign Service at George- 
town University in Washing- 
ton, D.C. where he was in 
! residence as mid-career fel- 



HRH Crown Prince Abdullah with Their Royal Highnesses Princess Rania, Prince 
Hussein (C) and Princess Iman fL) 


low. to attend the all .Arms 
7acu'c5 Course at the British 
School of Infantry, and the 
Command and Staff Col- 
lege, Camberley, in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. 

As commander of the Spe- 
cial Forces Command. 
Prince Abdullah led an oper- 
ation to rout gunmen from 
their hideout following the 
killing of eight people in 
Amman in 1998. 

There was much specula- 
tion last year that the Kina 
was grooming the Prince to 
take "over as land forces 
chief. While the Prince’s 
interests have focused on the 


military — where he is high- 
ly respected and .supported 
' — he has also acted as 
Regent in the absence of 
King Hussein and other 
Royal family members ami 
has* cultivated friendships 
with the younger members 
of the Gulf states’ ruling 
families. 

It is expected that in 
assuming the rule of Crown 
Prince, he will gain political 
experience under the guid- 
ance of King Hussein. 

Prince Abdullah enjoys car 
racing like his Father, us well 
as water sports and collect- 
ing ancient weapons and 


armaments. He is president 
of the National Football Fed- 
eration. honorary president 
of the International Tourism 
Golden Rudder Society, and 
heads die National Commit- 
tee for Tourist and Archaeo- 
logical Films Production. 

In June 1993. Prince 
Abdullah was married to Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rania. The couple have one 
son. HRH Prince Hussein, 
bom June 28, 1994. and one 
daughter, HRH Princess 
Iman. bom Sept. 27. 1996. 

Prince Abdullah will cele- 
brate Jii.s 37th birthday on 
Jan. 30. 


AMMAN (J.T. i — His Royal 
Highness Prince Hassan Ben 
Taluk who was replaced as heir 
ro the Throne Monday, steps 
down alter having witnessed 
decades uf politico} turbulence 
in the Middle East and after 
playing a key role in the politi- 
cal :tnd economic development 
of the country and in building 
modem Jordan. 

A Roy al Decree, signed by 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
Prime Minister Fayez. 
Tarawneh. and Interior Minis- 
ter Navef Qatii. was issued 
Monday appointing King Hus- 
sein’s eldest son. Prince Abdul- 
lah, as Crown Prince. 

King Hussein named Prince 
Hassan Crown Prince in 1%5 
during turbulent times in the 
region that witnessed assassi- 
nation attempts on the life of 
the King. 

Since his appointment. 
Prince Hassan has served as 
chief political advisor and con- 
fidant to King Hussein as wed 
as Regent in his absence. 

Prince Hassan lias served as 
Regent for the last six munths 
— the lungesi period since his 
appLiinuiieni — during King 
Hussein's treatment lor cancer 
in the United States. 

A graduate of Oxford with a 
hiiehelors and master's 
degrees in oriental studies. 
Prince Huss;m has written 
numerous articles and several 
books on the Middle Easi in 
several languages. 

As an .Arab inielleetual of 
international repute. Prince 
Hassan also advocated a new 
vision lor securiiy in the cask 
pninioted dialogue among reli- 


gious communities, con- 
oibuted to a new world code of 
ethics, and at home promoted 
science, fcdinoiogy and cul- 
ture The well-read Prince has 
w on admirers, primarily 
among the educated in the 
country, a factor, his critics say. 
that distanced him from ceriain 
sectors . 

Prince HassanS seemingly 
inexhaustible energy has been 
focused on a multitude of poli- 
cy interests. 

He has paid a great deal of 
attention to economic plan- 
ning. although he was not 
empowered to make executive 
decisions. Living in an unstable 
region, the country's military 
and security' interests often 
took precedence over econom- 
ic development plans of the 
related committees which he 
chaired. 

Still he relentlessly sought to 
promote the importance of 
“human security," often criti- 
cising die West for viewing the 
region simply in terms of oil 
and arms. 

While strongly backing the 
peace process, die Prince has 
publicly expressed his frustra- 
tion with die non-implementa- 
tion of the Palestinian- Israeli 
Wye River Agreement. 

He has long encouraged the 
establishment of a regional cri- 
sis-management centre, citing 
as :m ominous example the sit- 
uatiun ui the Balkaas. 

He is also a great advocate of 
interfaith dialogue as a means 
of promoting understanding 
and tolerance among the 
world's religious communities 
and correcting misperceptions 



of Islam in the world. 

In his eflbn to promole edu- 
cation and rtsettfeh. and Jurd-in 
as a meeting place for analyse, 
and academics. Prince Hassan 
has alsti established various 
"think tanks" in the Kingdom. 

The multi-lingual Prince 
founded the Royal Sciemitie 
Society in 1972. the .Arab 
Thought Fonmi in 1981. die 
Higher Council for Science 
and Technology in 1987 as 
well as the Biennial Confer- 
ence on die History ;ind 
.Archaeology of Jordan, and a 
centre on refugees at Yarmouk 
Lniversity. 

In 1983. 1'olk'vving his call for 
a “new international humani- 
tarian order” Prince Hassan 
founded and co-chaired the 
Independent Commission on 
International Humanitarian 
Ls>ues which submitted iLs final 
report to the United Nations in 


I9S? proposing action-oriented 
.solutions to human .suffering. 

During his limited leisure 
time. Prince Hassan enjoys 
polo, scuba Jiving, the Korean 
martial art of Taekwondo, in 
which he holds a W:iek belc 
and LjlJn music. 

The Prince, die young esl son 
of the luie King TJal. is mar- 
ried lo Her Roy ;il Highness 
Princess S.irutiiv Tlie couple 
eelehrated 30 years of i narriage 
fasr August. Princess Sarvath is 
the younger daughter of Pak- 
istan's tir>! foreign minister, the 
laic Mohammad Ikrumuliah. 
and tir-i woman member uf 
parliament, the writer Shaista 
Suhrawardy. 

They have three daughters. 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Princess Ruhma. Princess 
Suntaya and Princess Badiya. 
and one son. His Royal High- 
ness Prince Rashid. 
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Iraq says 

Agencies 

^AQ REPORTED several dead 
dozens injured, including 
^omen and children, in a series 
“savage” air raids on Monday, 
while Washington said it only 
toileted air defences in the north 
south, 

“Iraq holds .American and 
British aggressors and then" 
Kuwaiti and Saudi partners 
Sponsible for this cowardly and 
jreacberous aggression.” Iraq’s 
Prime Minister Tareq 
said in a statement handed 
^reporters. 


at least 1 1 dead, dozens injured in ‘savage’ U.S. air raids 

W'-“SS „.i, u «... rrtf’SWSSSI •SSKetfiSS.* Vatican condemns bombings 


"It (Iraqi will continue to chal- 
lenge the no-fly ban imposed by 
force in the south and nonh.’ he 

said. , . . 

Iraq linked the escalation to the 
.Arab League's failure, at a meet- 
ing of foreign ministers in Cairo 
the previous day, to condemn the 
Desert Fox air war waged by 
Washington and London in 

December. „ . 

Baghdad’s official news 
acency TNA chained that U.S. 
and British warplanes earned out 
-savage" air raids on civilian and 
economic targets in southern 
Iraq, killing a number of civil- 


ians. 

An initial u track in the south 
left "tens of people" injured and 
several "killed, including women 
and children." Information Min- 
ister Humorn Abdul Kltuleq 
Abdul Ghafour told reporters. 

INA said the missiles crashed 
into a "densely populated" area 
of Al Jumhuriya near the city of 
Basra. 500 kilometres from ihe 
Iraqi capital. 

Ahmad Ibrahim Hamash, ihe 
governor of Basra, said dial two 
aircraft fired five missiles that 
killed 1 1 people and injuring 59. 

The missiles struck three civil- 


ian areas in or near Basra. a.s well 
as a site near ihe airport and 
another near (he Rumeilali oil 
fields. 

An engineer at the oil field wax 
reported injured in the attacks. 

Iraqi officials look nrparuTN to 
the Al Jumhuri hospital, one of 
the city’s iwo main hospitals. 
Several injured children and 
women were at ihe hospital. Iraqi 
officials said they were wounded 
in the strikes. 

"At least two residential sites" 
were hit. INA said, and Basra 
residents told AFP by telephone 
Ihul at least 1 2 people were killed 


and 37 injured in ihe attack. 

CNN's Mike Huggins told his 
network he had been to the scene 
of the attack in a poor residential 
area of Basra. There were no 
defence sites in ihe neighbour- 
hood. 

"I would say there were up to 
10 io 12 houses completely dev- 
astated. It look out the top storey 
on most of the houses. It ruined 
most of the living quarters of the 
other houses. People were going 
through rhe rubble collecting 
iheir belongings." he said. 

(Continued on page 3.1 


MEXICO CITY (API — The Vatican on Monday condemned the 
latest U.S. bombing raids on southern Iraq, just a day before a 
scheduled meeting between Pope John Paul il and President Bill 
Clinton. 

In a statement issued by spokesman Joaquin Navarro- Vails and 
released in Mexico City, the Vatican said the miliiary action “con- 
firms once again" the Pope’s belief that "military measures don’t 
resolve problems in themselves, rather they aggravate them." 

The Vatican has been consistent in its stand against the military 
actions against Iraq, and called the initial U.S. -British raids in 
December "aggression.” 

The issue is expected to be a major point of contention when 
Pope, who is wrapping up a five-day visit to Mexico, meets Clin- 
ton shortly after his arrival Tuesday in St. Louis, Missouri. 
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‘Ocalan transited Russia 
after leaving Italy’ 


MOSCOW I AFP) — Rebel 
Turkish Kurd leader Abdul- 
lah Ocalan transited Russia 
after leaving Italy for an 
unknown destination, the 
leader of Moscow's Kurdish 
community revealed Mon- 
day. 

Mahir VaiaL head of the 
National Front for the Liber- 
ation of Kurdistan in the for- 
mer Soviet bloc, told a press 
conference that "to leave 
Rome, we used a special lac- 
tic because he had to transit 
via one country to go to 
another. 

"That transit country was 
Russia." he said. 

Valat said Moscow officials 
were probably not aware that 
Ocalan had flown into 
Moscow from Italy since the 
operation was conducted in 
secret. 

"It is not the government 
but the airport dispatchers 


who control all the planes 
that cross a territory.” 
Moscow's Kurdish leader 
said. 

"Organising a transit 
through any country is not 
that complicated. All you 
need is a plane and an air cor- 
ridor.” he said. 

In a carefully worded state- 
ment last week Russia denied 
that the leader of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK» was 
currently on federation terri- 
tory. using a form of words 
that did not rule out him hav- 
ing passed through the capi- 
tal - . 

Last week, the Turkish 
government said it was con- 
vinced that Ocalan was in 
Russia warning its neigh- 
bours that if any of them 
granted him refuge. Ankara 
would consider this as an 
"open act of hostility” and act 

according v. 


Turkey has demanded 
Ocalan's extradition to 

.Ankara on terrorism and 
murder charges, and is furi- 
ous with Italy for refusing to 
hand over the PKK leader, 
who quit Rome on Jan. 16. 

Under Italian law the 
authorities cannot extradite a 
suspect to a country where 
the death penalty is in force. 

Moscow last autumn 
denied that anyone with the 
name Abdullah Ocalan was 
in Russia, but it later tran- 
spired that the rebel leader 
had been in hiding in the cap- 
ital under an assumed name. 

Ocalan arrived in Italy on 
Nov. 12 from Russia, where 
he hid after Syria expelled 
him under Turkish pressure 
in October. Since leaving 
Rome last Saturday, he has so 
far managed to keep his 
whereabouts unknown. 


Rescuers gather around a bus after it had plunged off an overpass leading to a bridge in the Giza region south of 
Cairo on Monday. Twenty-two people were killed and 20 injured in the accident (AFP photo) 


secret 
talks with 
Iran : 


BONN (AF) — Germany j 
holding "positive" secret taDcs-.^ ' 
with Iran on improving rela- :r ? 
dons and could send a senior^ : 
official to visit Tehran nexfig 
month, the govtmmo#|L : 
spokesman said Monday. ; 

The talks are focused, 
Germany's effort to win ; 

release of Helmut Hofia/jff* ' 
German sentenced to deaths 
Iran a year ago after being ) 
victed of having sex whhi 
unmarried I ranian 
spokesman Uwe-I 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Britain proposes mission to Baghdad 

BRUSSELS C AFP) — Britain on Monday proposed sending 
an EU mission to Iraq to examine possible ways of increas- 
ing the supply of humanitarian aid to the country's popula- 
tion, officials said. The proposal was to be outlined by For- 
eign Secretary Robin Cook during talks with his EU coun- 
terparts here. 

Iraqi Kurdish opposition refuses U.S. aid 

CAIRO (AP) — A major Iraqi Kurdish opposition group 
said Sunday that it will not accept U.S. support offered for 
efforts to oust Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. The Kurdistan 
Democratic Party, in a statement faxed to The Associated 
Press in Cairo, said it has not requested to be among the 
seven opposition groups U.S. President Bill Clinton has 
named as eligible for the S97 million. 

Israel, PNA extend Hebron mandate 

JERICHO (.AFP) — Israel and the Palestinians agreed on 
Monday to extend the mandate of the international observers 
who monitor and report on tensions in the divided West Bank 
city of Hebron. The Ill-strong Temporary International 
Presence in Hebron (TIPH), which draws its personnel from 
six countries, was set up in its current form in May 1996 and 
stoned operations in January 1997 when Israel withdrew 
from four-fifths of Hebron. 

Israeli-Palestinian hikers washed away 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A group of Israeli and 
Palestinian political activists hiking together in the Judean 
desert have been washed away by a flash flood and three of 
them are feared dead, police said Monday. Four Israelis, a 
former Palestinian security' prisoner and his s Lx -year-old son 
were hiking in the West Bank near the Dead Sea on Sunday 
when they were caught by the flash flood in a dried up river 
bed, police said. 

Israelis arrest Hamas member 

NABLUS (AFP) — Israeli troops arrested a member of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement (Ha mas) Monday during a 
raid on the home village of four suicide bombers who 
attacked Jerusalem in J 997. Palestinian sources said. Securi- 
ty men, accompanied by dozens of Israeli soldiers, raided 
four houses in the village of Asira Shamaliya. ransacking the 
homes, witnesses said. 

Ninety-year-old Saudi takes 13-year-old 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi villager over the age of 90 has 
taken a 13-year-old for his 50th bride, a newspaper reported 
Monday. The man from the Jizan region in the south of the king- 
dom has about 50 children — the youngest is 12 and the oldest 
65. the daily AI Riyadh noted 


Likud Party chooses its 
candidate for premier 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Mem- 
bers of Israel’s governing 
Likud Party voted in primary 
elections Monday to choose 
between Prime Minister 
Benyamin Necanyrc&u and his 
former mentor. Moshe Arens, 
to be the movement's leader 
and candidate for premier in 
May elections. 

Some 160.000 Likud mem- 
bers were eligible to vote in the 
primaries, which coincide with 
the worst crisis to face the main 
party of Israel's nationalist 
right in its 25-year history. 

Netanyahu, 49. was expect- 
ed to be easily reelected as the 
Likud's chairman and candi- 
date for prime minister over 
Arens. 73. when the final 
results are released on Tuesday. 

But the very fact that Arens, 
who brought Netanyahu .into 
politics and helped him gain 
the party leadership in 1992. 
has decided to challenge his 
former protege is a telling sign 
of the difficulties facing the 
incumbent 


Arens, a former defence 
minister and longtime member 
of parliament decided to come 
bock from semi-retirement and 
run for (he Likud leadership 
because he said Netanyahu's 
autocratic style of leadership 
was destroying the party. 

“He has led foe Likud into 
the gravest crisis of its 25 
years!” Arens said before the 
primaries began, claiming to 
be the only one capable of 
reuniting die party. 

Since Netanyahu was forced 
into early elections when his 
right-wing coalition collapsed 
tot month, several senior 
Likud figures have left to run 
against him in die elections 
scheduled for May 17. 

The defections peaked Satur- 
day when Netanyahu fired 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai. the most moderate 
and popular member of gov- 
ernment, who was on die verge 
of defecting to form a new cen- 
trist party with other ex-Likud- 
niks. 


In a bid to stem the haemor- 
rhage in his party. Netanyahu 
offered the defence mmis rer's 
post to Arens as a peace offer- 
ing- 

Arens refused to consider the 
job until after Monday’s pri- 
maries although it was consid- 
ered likely he will accept the 
job on Tuesday. 

MonJechai meanwhile has 
been selected as the candidate 
for prime minister of the new- 
centrist party, which has yet to 
benamed. 

The party, which includes 
former army chief Amnon Lip- 
bin-Shahak and two other 
senior Likud defectors — ex- 
Finance Minister Dan Meridor 
and one-time Tel Aviv Mayer 
- Roni MDo — is due to unveil 
its campaign platform later 
Monday. 

Arens, one of the Likud's 
elder statesmen, held cabinet 
pop from 1983 to 1992, twice 
being defence minister, in 
1983 and I9S4 and from 1990 
to 1992. 


‘Algeria to reshuffle 
cabinet before poll’ 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual 
win reshuffle the cabinet in 
the next few days to assure 
the opposition about the fair- 
ness of a presidential election 
due in ApriL a local daily said 
on Monday. 

The leading Axabic-lan- 
guage newspaper AI Khabar 
said' Zeroual would act in 
response to calls by leading 
politicians for him to fire ll 
ministers who have signed 
statements supporting former 
Foreign Minister Abdulaziz 
Bouieflika, widely seen as 
the army candidate. 

“During a cabinet meeting 
[last week]. Zeroual insisted 
that those ministers who 
intended to support any of the 
candidates should step 
down.” said the paper quot- 
ing unnamed official sources. 

"Tire reshuffle will be 
announced within the next 
few days- The sacked raims- 
teis will be replaced by top 
bureaucrats at their min- 
istries,” it added. 


Algerian newspapers said 
that former presidential 
adviser Youssef .AI Khatib 
and ex-Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Taleb Ibrahimi, both 
candidates for the presidency, 
and Islamist opposition 
leader Abdullah Djaballah 
have written to Zeroual ask- 
ing him to sack the 11 minis- 
ters. 

They argued that the minis- 
ters' public support for 
Bouieflika contradicted the 
government’s stated policy o: 
ensuring a fair competition as 
the ministers would be 
directly involved in supervis- 
ing the poll. AI Khabar said 
that Finance Minister 
Abdelkrim Harchaoui, For- 
eign Minister Ahmad Aaaf 
and Tedjini Salaouandji, 
junior minister in charge of 
the Algerian expatriate com- 
munity. would be the first to 
be sacked because they were 
members of a poll watchdog 
committee. 



Heye said. 

Already before 
arrest, ties between Irani 
European Union 
woe strained by a 1997 1 
man court ruling that implie&f? 
ed Iran’s highest rukzs 
1992 assassination of an Iran- 
ian Kurdish opposition leader 
in Berlin. 

Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder’s chief of staff 
Bodo Hombach. has been 
holding talks with “various 
personalities” once November 
with the aim of sharply 
improving relations between 
Iran and Germany, Heye sad. 
He refused to reveal wboe- 
and with whom the talks were 
held. 

“If the talks, which were also 
held last weekend, continue ter 
take a positive course,’' Hcm-L 
bach will visit Tehran in'RSF 
maiy, he said. 

He would be the most senior 
German official to visit Iran in 
several years. 

The revelation by the center- 
left German government, In . 
power since tot fell, was tile. ' 
latest sign of European interest . 
in resuming full ties -wife 
Tehran since moderate . 
Mohammad - Khatami was ; * 
elected as Iran’s president in; ; 
1997. 

Hombach will meet Iranian? - , 
Ambassador Ahmad Azarin;. • 
Bonn on Tuesday to continue^ . 
the dialogue, Heye said. / 
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Britain says hopes for better ties with Sudan 


• *>!■ 


CAIRO (R) — Britain said on 
Monday it wanted to improve 
relations wife Sudan, which 
deteriorated after British sup- 
port for a U.S. missile attack in 
Khartoum. 

British Minister of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs Daefc Fatefaeff was 
asked at a news conference 
about recent Sudanese accusa- 
tions that Britain was blocking 
Sudan's attempt to forge better 
ties with the European Union. 

“We hope that we can restore 
very quickly full relations with 
Sudan. We wish to see our 
ambassador back,” he said ■ 


“We are looking forward to 
the momenr when we do 
restore and let me say there is 
no difficulty on our side. We 
are disappointed that it has 
taken as long as it appears to 
have taken so far,’* said Fatcb- 
eti. in Egypt on a Middle East 
tour. 

The official Sudan news 
agency SUNA on Sunday 
quoted Sudan's Foreign Minis- 
ter Mustafa Osman Ismail as 
saying that Britain has adopted 
“extreme attitudes” toward 
Sudan, citing its support for the 
UJS. missile attack on a 
Sudanese medicine plant tot 


year. 

Ismail was referring to 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair’s statements of support 
for the U.S. attack in August 

British diplomats left after a 
mob attacked the embassy 

Sudan says the factory pro- 
duced only medicines, not 
ingredients for chemical 
weapons as alleged by Wash- 
ington. 

Ismail said Br itain continued 
to host Sudanese “opposition 
elements” and would not let 
Sudanese officials visit Britain. 

He described Britain's stance 
as “Unfair and unbalanced,” 


swing Sudan had been keen to 
namaKse relations. 

Patched said he had not seen 
Ismail's comments but they did 
not appear to be consistent with 
what Fatcbett said were 
Sudan's compliments for bds 
role in helping to negotiate a 
ceasefire between Sudan and 
the rettels fighting it. 

United Nations officials have 
been trying to persuade die 
warring parties in southern 
Sudan to extend the ceasefire 
they say is crucial to keeping 
thousands of people alive. 


30 killed in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Clashes between Arab and 
African tribesmen in western Sudan took the lives of at 
least 30 people, a Sudanese newspaper reported Mon- 
day. 

The tribes fought last week over grazing land near the-' 
town of Geneina. about 1,088 kilometres west of tine? 
capital Khartoum, the AI Rai AI Amm newspaper') 
reported. The town is near Sudan’s border with Chad 

It quoted an official at the Red Crescent in Geneina as 
saying the town's hospital by Sunday had admitted 37 
people injured in the clashes. 

Five tribal chiefs were among the 30 people killed,- f- 
and two other chiefs were wounded, the paper said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL4773Ul-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

16:10 -French Prog, for Children 
16:30 -.Cartoon — Banans in Pyjamas 

17. -00 Doc. U/e Qwkes 

17:30 SmallTalk 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 .French Prog. 

19J0 News Headlines 

19:35 Step by Step 

20:00 JcwtctAouss the Lmd of Islam 

20:30 Our Mutual Friend 

21:10 ..-Doc. You and Your Car 

21:30 UnCut 

22KJ0 News in English 

2230 Lonesome Dove 

23:10 Feature Film - “Soldiers of 
Innocence” 

00:00 JEnd ofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


05:09 - 
06:29 ... 
11:48 .... 
14:43 .._ 
17:07 ... 
18:27 ... 


Fajr 

.(Sunrise) Duha 

.Dhuhr 

.-._‘Asr 

Maghreb 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Chinch 
Sweifiefa Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St. Joseph Church TeL 4624590 


Terra Sancta Church Tef. 4622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/46248 1 1 . 

SL Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Inter nati onal Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1295 
Church cf Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of die Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Grade Orthodox Church TeL 

4646)38 

Church of Presentation. Swd- 
fiebUA 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Engfeh-I.ansu.3gp 

Catholic Parish TeL 46 14190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 

Church TeL 477 1331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depnrt- 


menl cf Meteorology 
Temperatures will slightly 
increase and skies will be partly 
cloudy. Winds southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds south- 


westerly nxxlerate, 
calm. 

and seas 

4 m man 

.03/16 

Anaha 


Deserts 

._03/17 

Jordan Valley 

12/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 21 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 62 percent, 
Aqaba 57 percent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 

areas: 


Ajknm . . .. .. 

02/11 

Jerash 

... „07/17 

UmQavs _... 

... 05/17 

Madaba .... . 

.. .03/16 

Petra 

.02/16 

DeadSea 

11/25 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Abdul Ratem Mustafa 4744685 

Dt MdalAs'ad 4751672 

Dr. Mohammad Staafair _J65369? 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 2*661912 

AI Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy 5537004 

RuknAlDawa Pharmacy .5536169 

IRBED: 

Dr. Mohammad AJStor’/02)7J005it8 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa S hahin (09)995710 

Palestine Pharmacy..(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 46371 1 1 

Civil Defence Depanmem 3661 111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

„4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency- 199 

Rescue Police.. 192. 462 11 Ik 4637777 
Fire Brigade 4617101 


Blood Bank... — 
Highway Police. 
Traffic fWice — 


— .4775121 
— .5343402 
.4896390 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Issam Asmar.. 


,—4890504 


Public Security Dept .4630321 

Hotel Complaints J6C5S00 

Price Complaints 5661 176 

Visa & Sewerge Compkiin& 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
.*-...4787111 


Telephone Information (directoiy 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Oils 0132 

Centra] Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623)0] 

Abdah Tel. Repairs 5661101 

Jordan Television 47731 11 

Ratio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority _5S(56I5 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Queen Afo Ini Airport — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli — -5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre„J>&56&56 

Ijmrwkt 4630195 

Khalids Maternity —4644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity — 4642362 
Maihas. J. Amman. — 4636140 
Palestine, Shmetsani — 5607071 

Shraeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital - — ..5353444 
Al-MuasherHospital .5667227/9 

At-Ahli, Abdaii -5661164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

Al-B&hrr. 4775 1 1 1/26 

Array. Marfca 4891611/15 

Queen AGa Hospital 5157100 


Amal Hospital 5607155 

AI Amal Cancer Centre -5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital .(09*983323 
Zarqa National HospitaL (09)900560 
Ibn Sina Hospital __(09)98673 1 
Al HIkma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBHh 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. (02)7102011 

Speciafo- Hospital (02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2040111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at die Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
{44)53200-5, where ii should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (527001 Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be sup- 
plied on phone 437510! -S 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:15 

07:30 

5anaa (RJ) 

093 0 
KhQ5 
10:15 
16120 

-.Tehran, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Muscat, Dubai (RT) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJi 

17-30 

17^0 

23:10 

— London. Frankfurt (RJ) 
— Chicago. Shannon (RJ) 

Other Flights 

1230 . . Arien ( XV\ 

MGS 


18:00 

18M0. 

— Dubai Damascus (ETTi 

18:45. 


ms. 


2ft25. 


20:40 


2205. 
2335 . 

.-London, Damascus (BAj 

2335. 


0035. 


02.-00. 


Royal Win^ (RW) FCgfits 
09J0 Aqaba (amviim at QAIA) 
(RW) 


(RW) - ' • 

2230 Aqaba fanning at Marks 
Airport) (RW) -- - 


DEPARTURES - . 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) fhghte - 
08:25 Amsterdam, New York (BJ) 

KH50 Berlin, Brussels (RJ) 

1130 Vienna, Ftankfw (RIT 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (Rl) 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

13:55 Madrid lRJX 

19-35 _JBeirat (RJlJ 

2fc3Q Jeddah (RJh, 

2fh4S ;^_JDamascus(RJ)^ 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi, Dubai tRDjj 
05:45 TfclAvjv (RJ) 


CX\ . ... 
4’» . 

- 

’ . 

W : . 

cl; •' 

fe - 


| ~- 

S6L r . 

ft 

Jft. 

In u . 
Mr 

I r - 


Other Flights 

07:10 

13 JO 


.Aden (IV); 


19r00 

19:40. 

20riW 

21 : 10 . 

21:40 

(Xk35- 


JXri)m(0&4 
J Qev(6W 


• «]j, 

I 

■ C.:.-.. 


_JBeaw(Mai 
_Trf Aviv(LY) j 
_Cairo^ 


01:55 


Amstadaml 

__Buchanst( 


(OM, 


-Rome] 


Il;10_Aqaba (arriving at Maika 
Airport) (RW) 

IriitKCAqaba (arriving al Morka 
Aitport) (RW) 

18:45 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 


Royal Wings (RW) TBgWfe'4 

pon) (frM1 ^ 

OSJO^Aqatia (frran Maa^a AS 1 - 
portl (RW) 




1&30 Tei Aviv (from MsaSa 
portXRW) . ‘ 

20d0 ^^tpbaffomQA^^ 


"at;. .. 


I -'Ul, 


■I ■' 

ft* 
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Agriculturalists expect drought to derail 
ministry’s development strategy for the sector 


ByMobammad Ben Hussein 


hjJKi^c q, 

Lr '*kr\ Jurf 
H-”mhach. ^ * 

‘■ in c ^ »Tth \ 

h tlfc asm i.o i 

•'»iTis: rrUji® _____ 

ri -ad Geman fa) 

Wj*! u. e,/ - 

- Apto'liural 

o ml ■wiT±iir w .J l,ttl J°® *' counl 7 “ 
„ : ■ feraiJ a three-year agr/cuJ- 

•V,' . ■ M 7 . development strategy 
^ r r 5 ' i * ?&wd at boosting exports 
. tt< t J f agricultural produce, an 

lfiicial said Monday. 

strategy, approved 
: .s.mtsi (f, e Cooricii of Miru's- 

“Srs in 1997, predicted that 
' '' . Kingdom’s agricultural 
r -"‘ srjp -’ ,a “ sports to traditional mar- 
rVv f. ^.ets would increase by 15 
: ~ «r cent arid by 72 per cent 

..v:rj i- Ira • *®j, the European market. 

, However, Kheiredine 
H.c.N.r. ™^hifcri v the chairman of 
'■• ^ Jordan’s Agricultural 

>«■ ‘ ^^ ^‘ixporters and Producers 
.,r nc'w^ sociations. played down 

- |e ministiy 's expectations 
^ 1 I ex P ects agriculoir- 
5UUflH l secIor to f ace serious 
ifbacks this year due to 

je drought and that the 

~ p rough! may affect Jor- 

Ql irlart an,sabiU ty 10 compete in 
O UUUI nernauonal markets. 


“They are dreaming,'* 
said Shukri. 

“The ministry formulat- 
ed the strategy two years 
ago and did not expect this 
drought, and yet the min- 
istry believes that the 
strategy will succeed," 
said Ibrahim Abu Eteilah. 
head of Planning Depart- 
ment of the Agriculture 
Ministry. 

In the “core" of the 
country's agricultural 
problems. Shukri said, can 
be blamed on unorganised 
markets and the agricultur- 
al sector's failure to meet 
international standards in 
product quality and in 
standards for packaging. 

“The only way to 
increase our agricultural 
produce is by organising 
ourselves inside the coun- 
try; only then the rest of 
the world will rush to 
demand for our products.'’ 
he said. 

The ministry is expected 
to achieve different goals 


during the application of 
the strategy which ends in 
2000. Some of the pro- 
gramme’s aspirations arc 
to “lead the country to 
dependency on local prod- 
ucts to cover market 
demands, grant maximum 
use of natural resources, 
especially water, increase 
farmers’ income and 
improve their living condi- 
tions, steer the country's 
agricultural production to 
be in accordance with 
local and international 
market demands with good 
quality and competitive 
prices, encourage food 
industries and create har- 
mony between agricultural 
production and agricultur- 
al marketing in the Arab 
and European." 

The study also expected 
Jordan's livestock produc- 
tion to be 200,000 tonnes 
of milk, 17,000 tonnes of 
red meat, 110,000 tonnes 
of white meat, and 
1 S0.000 tonnes of grain 


and animal feed. 

According to a prelimi- 
nary study from the agri- 
culture ministry's Drought 
Committee, however, 
drought losses are estimat- 
ed to be around JD137 
million. 

Earlier this month offi- 
cials said they were eon- 
sidering making an appeal 
for international aid to 
help the country cope with 
the unexpected loss in rev- 
enue and capital, which 
will be the severest blow 
(he country has faced in 
years. 

In order to achieve this 
end. the ministry has acted 
to ensure the strategy’s 
success, by encouraging 
the establishment of agri- 
cultural marketing compa- 
nies, modernising the 
Kingdom’s transport fleet, 
and removing ail obstacles 
that delay the export of 
agricultural air cargo. 
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raq says at least 11 dead, dozens 
injured in ‘savage’ U.S. air raids 



pfTAf 


UCN«- 

' *£ 

. ... .'ii' rf^ontumed from page 11 

v.V:, 

.CNN carried footage of 
.... ****** damaged houses in 
- -i-,: ru,* 5 ^ ^ appeared ro be a resi- 
-'inUal suburb of Basra. 

'"A. certain number of 
Ilians, children, women 
r !d elderly people" were 
^ -v* : -Ifcd, IN A said. 

foq made no mention of 
V incidents in the north, 
the Pentagon said its 
.-nip'flP’ “Planes had struck air 
rr. sfiences at six sites in 
ejjlftithem as well as southern 
^ while the defence 

^■25 ■ ' Jn is | ry in London dented 
i u; 5<i ^ hn-olvement. 

' * f- - " 1 Washington, the com- 
IL’jii [.w’^oder of U.S. forces in 
I ’ i. s . ■* e Gulf said a U.S. missile 
;; 2, >' fl y have gone astray, hit- 
p' 3 8 a residential area in 
t^ra, but he blamed Iraq 
any civilian casualties. 
Jt>s possible that we did 
a missile that didn't 
“jonn as expected,” Gen- 
“ Anthony Zinni said. 
H before I would say 
j. ;iy ^ore I wane to make 
nhc-r . We i nvest jg ate it thor- 
tf-jfWy. We need more 

1 v*&nna^ion. v, 

,^nni laid the blame for 
. -'y civilian casualties on 
v ^ President Saddam 

■■’S? 1 ’ w ^° has 

.‘.P«d his surface-to-air 
batteries in southern 
in a bid to shoot down 
^Waiplanes. 

m < yvilfan casualties, obvi- 
•’% regretted by us. are 
e cause of actions initiat- 
es' Saddam Hussein,” 
said at a Pentagon 
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U.S. Central Com- 
sj/d four U.S. war- 
planes fired laser-guided 
bombs at two missile sites 
in the southern no-fly zone 
after four Iraqi jets flew 
“south of the 33rd parallel... 
and ground fire from anti- 
aircraft artillery.'" 

A Pentagon official said 
another attack occurred in 
the northern no-fly zone 
where two U.S. fighters 
dropped laser-guided 

bombs on an anti-aircraft 
cun that opened fire. 

~ A further U.S. jet was 
illuminated by radar from 
an Iraqi surface to air mis- 
sile battery in the northern 
zone and fired a high speed 
anti-radiation missile 

l HARM J at the site. 

All U.S. aircraft returned 
safely to base their bases. 

U.S. officials said. 

Saudi Arabia denied Iraqi 
charges that Western war- 
planes used its territory as a 
launch pad ^>r Mondays 
attacks. 

“These allegations are 
untrue and unfounded," the 
official Saudi Press Agency 
quoted an official Saudi 

source as saying. 

A stray missile fired m the 
attacks against Iraq on 
Monday landed in Iranian 
territory. Iran's state telex i- 

sioo reported. 

The governor of tne cn> 
of Abadan in southwestern 
Inin told the television that 
the missile landed inside 
the oil city but there were 
no casualties. 

Abdul Ghatour said the 
attacks were the direct 


result of the Arab foreign 
ministers’ meeting in Cairo 
on Sunday. Their meeting's 
final statement was “a 
green light to the Ameri- 
cans and British to attack." 

The resolution, which 
was toned down amid Iraqi 
protests, called for Baghdad 
"to take the necessary steps 
to prove its good intentions 
towards Kuwait and neigh- 
bouring countries by ivords 
and deeds." 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said AJ Sahhat 
stormed out of the meeting 
even before the amend- 
ments. protesting that the 
resolution was “aimed at 
covering up new U.S. and 
British attacks on Iraq.” 

Aziz said the attacks fol- 
lowed the “shameful state- 
ment adopted by Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait and those 
who collaborate with them 
during an Arab League 
meeting held in Cairo and 
which was welcomed 
immediately by Washing- 
ton because it suits its poli- 
cy.” 

“Those who allow Ameri- 
ca and Britain to use their 
territory and space to kill 
Iraqis and pay for the 
aggression do not represent 
the Arab Nation but they 
serve their masters in 
Washington and London." 
he added. 

Iraq's official press on 
Monday also accused the 
Arab foreign ministers of 
providing a cover for more 
U.S. and British attacks. 

‘TTie minority in the pay 
of America imposed their 


on 


the 

said 


silent 

A1 


position 
majority.” 
iumhuriyu. 

Since December, U.S. 
warplanes have fired mis- 
siles at several air defence 
sites in ihe southern and 
nonhem zones, in retalia- 
tion for Iraqi efforts to 
shoot down patrolling U.S. 
and British jets. 

Baghdad has said the 
clashes killed four Iraqi sol- 
diers on Dee. 28 and an 
Iraqi farmer on Dec. 30. 

The no-fly zones, 
imposed after the 1 99 1 
Gulf War to protect Iraq’s 
Kurdish and Shiite Muslim 
populations, extend north 
of the 3tirh Parallel and up 
to the 33rd Parallel in the 
south, to the outskirts of 
Baghdad. 

Iraq has never recognised 
zones, which are not 
directly covered by a U.N. 
resolution, and has chal- 
lenged over flights by the 
United States and Brirain 
since the four-day Desert 
Fox assault. 

On ihe ground, Iraq is 
stepping up military 
deployment in the south to 
defend itself in case of 
attack, but not to threaten 
Kuwait, a senior southern 
official announced late 
Sunday. 

But "the United Nations 
Jraq-Kuwaii Observation 
Mission fUNIKOMl which 
monitors the 240-kilomerre 
DMZ on the border with 
Kuwait on Monday said the 
area was “us culm and as 
quiet as it has always 
been.” 


the 


Jordan-lraq trade protocol to be lowered 
in accordance with drop in world oil prices 


By Taroq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Jordan’s 
S255 million trade proto- 
col with Iraq will be low- 
ered this year in accor- 
dance with the decline in 
world oil prices. Trade 
and Industry Minister 
Mohammed ’ Saleh 
Hourani said Monday. 

Hourani, who is expect- 
ed to leave for Baghdad 
next week to meet wich 
his Iraqi counterpart 

Mohammed Mehdi Saleh, 
declined to give exact fig- 
ures of the new protocol. 

But A1 Aswaq daily 
quoted government offi- 
cials, which the daily did 


not name, as saying the 
new prorocol is expected 
to range between SIOO to 
$170 million. 

Oil prices registered a 
substantial decline in the 
past feu months follow- 
ing a sharp increase of oil 
supply in world markets. 

"Our oil bill with Iraq is 
expected to decrease fol- 
lowing the decline in oil 
prices. We will discuss 
with Iraqi- officials the 
new' rates for the oil they 
export to Jordan,” 
Hourani told the Jordan 
Times. 

Earlier this month, Jor- 
dan and Iraq signed an 
agreement under which 


Baghdad will suppls 

Amman with 4.S million 
tonnes of oil and petrole- 
um by-products at con- 
cessionary rates in return 
for food and medicine. 

The deal is exempt from 
U.N. sanctions against 
Baghdad, applied for 
Iraq's August I99U inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The protocol, which is 
renewed even year, stip- 
ulates that Iraq supplies 
Jordan with oil at prefer- 
ential prices. 

During his four-day 
visit to Baghdad, Hourani 
will meet Iraqi Oil Minis- 
ter Amer Rasheed to dis- 
cuss oil supph and the 


prices Iraq intends to fix 
for its exports to the 
Kingdom. 

Hourani said he will 
also discuss joint ven- 
tures with Iraq, especially 
a project to produce glu- 
cose. j project jointly 
financed by the two sides, 
and the performance of 
existing projects. 

Hourani said, he will be 
accompanied by officials 
from the Central Bank of 
Jordan and the Ministry 
uf Finance 

Following the 1990-91 
Gulf War. Iraq has export- 
ed 75.000 barrels of oil 
and 300 tonnes of gas 
evert dav to Jordan. 


Jordan seeks release of five men 
held in Egypt for ‘anti-Egypt’ activities 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Interior Nayef Qadi said 
the government is seeking 
the release of five Jordan- 
ian prisoners jailed in 
Cairo following con- 
firmed reports that they 
arc heing held there. 

Qadi, who was speaking 
to the Lower House of 
Parliament late Sunday, 
said the government 
received a letter from 
Egyptian authorities who 
said they were ready to 
release the five men on the 
condition chat they refrain 
from any ami- Egypt activ- 
ities. 

The minister was 
responding to a statement 
by Deputy Abdul Karim 


Al Dughmi who demand- 
ed that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs seek a 
clarification of the reasons 
for the delay in the release 
of the five. 

The lawmaker pointed 
out that the letter, received 
from Egyptian authorities 
on October 12. said that 
the five men were being 
held for “security rea- 
sons." 

The five, who now are 
held in Tourah prison, 
were identified as Abdul 
Kareern Younis. Salem 
Manasser. Mite’ib 

Oweimrat, Basri Abarah 
and Mohammed Al Adam. 

“Egyptian authorities 

have notified {the Jordan- 
ian government] that they 
are ready to release the 


five presided ihui ihe Jor- 
danian embassy in Cairo 
assures Egypt that these 
people refrain trom anti- 
Egypt activities,” Dughmi 
quoted the letter as saying. 

The fixe prisoners were 
arrested between 1990 and 
1995, Dughmi said. 

The lawmaker said the 
Jordanian ambassador 
notified the interior min- 
istry that he was awaiting 
a reply from the govern’- 
ment. “but until this 
moment no answer has 
been sent to the Jordanian 
embassy in Cairo concern- 
ing this**' 

Qadi. a former ambas- 
sador to Egypt, said that 
Egyptian authorities had 
earlier denied that the men 
were Jordanian and 


"described them as Pales- 
tinians.” 

“We have tried several 
times in the past to have 
them released, but without 
any result because the 
Egyptian authorities 
denied that they were Jor- 
danian nationals.” the 
minister told lawmakers. 

"We will make sure that 
these citizens arc Jordani- 
ans and once this is 
proven, we shall request 
that the Egyptian authori- 
ties release them,” Qadi 
added. 

The Jordanian prisoners 
in Egypt are among hun- 
dreds of Jordanian nation- 
als jailed in Syria. Iraq, 
Kuwait, Egypt and Israel 
for security and other rea- 
sons. 


Man kills woman, 
commits suicide 
in crime of passion 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A 34-year-old 
man Monday killed himself 
after shooting and critically 
injuring his neighbour for 
refusing to marry him. official 
sources said. 

The woman. F.M., 34. a 
widow and a mother of two, 
was pronounced clinically 
dead after arriving at the hos- 
pital. while the man. identified 
only as X D. died instantly, 
according to coroners at the 
crime scene. 

Based on preliminary inves- 
tigations and questioning of 
the victims' relatives, the 
source told the Jordan Tunes 
dtac the police have found that 
"the man insisted on marrying 
his neighbour, but she refused 
and he decided to kill her and 
himself as a result." 

He added that on Monday 
morning, the man went for a 


ride in his car, and waited for 
his neighbour until she 
returned home after giving her 
two children a ride to the 
kindergarten. 

“He followed her to the 
building's parking lot, started 
arguing with her. and then 
drew his gun and shot her 
once in the head before taking 
his own life,” the source said. 

Head of the National Insti- 
tute of Forensic Medicine 
Mo’men Hadidi told the Jor- 
dan Times the autopsy on the 
man revealed a bullet injury 
on the right side of his head. 

He added that the possibili- 
ty of the woman surviving is 
minimal because she is "clini- 
cally dead and suffering from 
severe brain damage." 

Police confirmed the inci- 
dent and said they were still 
questioning (he relatives of 
the victims. 


Man admits killing wife 
to ‘cleanse family honour’ 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — A 4 1 -year-old 
man confessed Monday of 
killing his Iraqi wife on grounds 
thru he wanted to "cleanse his 
family's honour." official 
sources said 

Initial reports had indicated 
that the victim’s 11 -year-old son 
earlier confessed to shooting his 
mother on Friday night at their 
home in the Rashid suburb. 

But nn Monday, official 
sources said the father "col- 
lapsed” in front uf prosecutors 
and confessed to the murder “on 
the grounds that liis wife, and 
the mother of his six children, 
was acting immorally.'’ 

"The father told investigators 
that he encouraged his son to lie 
and claim that he accidentally 
shot his mother so that he could 
escape punishment," the source 
said 

Under Jordanian law, minors 
arc not sent to prisons for crimes 
committed. Instead they are sen- 
tenced to a certain period of 
time at a juvenile correction 
centre depending on the nature 
of the crime committed. 

The sentence for adults con- 
victed of premeditated murder 


committed to avenge "immoral 
behaviour’ ranges from three 
months to 15 years in prison, 
depending rat the circumstances 
of the case. 

The victim. Manal Jala!, was 
reportedly shot once in the head 
at around iOO am. while sleep- 
ing. Her 1 1 -year-old son con- 
fessed to the shooting incident, 
claiming that he was playing 
with his father's gun when a 
bullet was accidentally fired and 
struck his mother. 

According to the source, the 
man said he killed his wife after 
17 years of marriage, following 
an argument about her alleged 
immoral behaviour. He added 
that his wife’s behaviour has 
changed recently, and dm she 
went missing for four days last 
week. 

Later, the hushand contradict- 
ed the son's initial confession, 
saying that "he found his wife in 
a hold and brought her home 
where they had an argument. He 
then drew a gun and shot her 
because her statements pro- 
voked him," the source 
saidLCriminal Prosecutor Taw- 
Gq Qaisi, who is handling the 
case, has officially charged the 
man with premeditated murder. 


Three plead not guilty 
of plotting extremist acts 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — Three 
suspects being tried on 
charges of plotting to cany 
out extremist acts again*! 
Israeli targets in Jordan. 
Monday pleaded not guilty 
at their opening trial at the 
State Security Court. 

The three accused, lyad 
Mohammad, 22, Mazen 
Mohammad, 20, and 
Qassem Salem. 20, are 
charged with ploning sub- 
versive acts and possessing 
automatic weapons with 
illicit intent 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the three 
men, who are neighbours in 


the *Ain Bashu area near the 
Baqaa Refugee Camp, 

decided two years ago to 

launch terrorist attacks 

against Israeli targets in the 
Kingdom. 

They bought weapons and 
were trained in their use, 
and tried to recruit more 
people to join them. The 
suspects were arrested eight 
months ago, before actually 
committing any attacks. 

The military court, 

presided by Colonel Yousef 
Fuouri. postponed the case 
until Jan. 31 to hear prose- 
cution witnesses in the case. 


What’s Going On 

Film 

• "Scent of Women” at Books<s-Cafe. JahaJ Amman at 
S:3G p.m. (Tel. 4650457 >. 


Exhibitions 

• "The Warm Winter” — works by several artists at 
Orfuli An Gallery. Urn Uthaina (Tel. 55269321. until Feb. 1. 

• Tlte Tenth Anniversary Exhibition of Contemporary 
Arab Artists al Darat Al Funun. Jabal Wcibdeh iTel. 
4643251/2). until Jan. 2$. 


News In Brief 

Arab Games looks for support 

AMMAN (Petra) — .Arab League Secretary General Esmai 
Abdul Meguid Tuesday said the .Arab League has sent mes- 
sages to Arab countries urging them to provide financial and 
moral support to the 9th Pan-Arab Games, to be held here in 
mid- August, in a message to Minister of Youth Talal Sata'an 
.Al Hussan. Abdul Meguid thanked Jordan for inviting him to 
the opening of the games and promised to aitend the opening. 

Aqaba celebrates King’s return 

AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba Gmunoralf Tuesday celebrated 
His Majesty King Hussein’s recovery and sale return honie. 
Aqaba Governor Abdul Karim Al Mulahmeii led a march, 
which kicked off on Tuesday morning. Citizens carried ban- 
ners and placards carrying congratulatory messages lo King 
Hussein. Hundreds of cars, bedecked with llowers and pic- 
tures of King Hussein also toured Aqaba streets. 

Jordan to attend art festival 

AMMAN (Petra I — Ionian will take pan in ihe Muscat Inter- 
national Festival of Art and Handicrafts, which will be held in 
the Omani capital from 9 Fcbruaiy-27 January. The Mimstiy 
of Tourism and Antiquities Secretary General Alia Hatough 
Bounin will head a Jordanian delegation, comprising repre- 
sentatives of the Jordan Tourism Board and representatives of 
die traditional handicraft industry. Bounin will meet senior 
Omarn officials and discuss scopes of bilateral cooperation. 
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Albright holds Russia 
talks, PM to meet Gore 


MOSCOW (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Igor Ivanov met Monday to 
try to narrow differences on 
a range of disputes burden- 
ing relations between 
Moscow and Washington. 

Ivanov greeted Albright 
in swirling snow outside the 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
in central Moscow and they 
went inside for a first round 
of talks without speaking to 
reporters. 

Later, Ivanov told jour- 
nalists the aim was to bring 
their positions closer on 
various topics of world 
importance. 

“They were held in a cob- 
structive and businesslike 
atmosphere,” he said of his 
initial talks with Albright. 
There was no immediate 
word from the U.S. delega- 
tion on the talks. 

Speaking to reporters en 
route to Moscow, Albright 
acknowledged differences 
had accumulated since her 
last visit in September but 
denied ties were in crisis or 
that the United States 
should respond by trying to 
contain Russian influence. 

T do not see this as some 
kind of critical point in our 
relations, given that we 
have as much contact as we 
do, all of which is mostly in 
a problem solving mode" 
she said. 

“Containment would be a 
totally counter-productive 
move. The whole point is 
to engage Russia... A -lot of 


different things are going 
on and we need to work on 
the positive ” 

Apparently as pan of this 
process. Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov will 
meet U.S. Vice President A1 
Gore Friday in the Swiss 
resort of Davos, the pre- 
mier's spokeswoman told 
Reuters. 

Primakov is scheduled to 
meet | Albright later 
Monday. 

A telephone conversation 
between President Boris 
Yeltsin, who is in hospital 
with a stomach ulcer, and 
Albright has not yet been 
scheduled. a U.S. 
spokesman told reporters. 

But *he added: “We still 
expect it to happen.” 

Russia opposes U.S. mili- 
tary action over the Iraq and 
Kosovo crises and rejects 
U.S. , accusations it has 
leaked sensitive missile 
techndlogy to Iran. There 
was no immediate word 
from Moscow on Monday’s 
U.S. air strikes in southern 
Iraq. 

The United States has 
taken a firm line on the 
need f[or economic reform 
in Russia -and has antago- 
nised Moscow by announc- 
ing plans to develop a 
nuclear missile defence 
-system which threatens the 
1972 Ami-Ballistic Missile 
(ABM) Treaty. 

The two countries are also 
at odds over how to adjust 
the Con venti onal Forces in 
Europe (CFE) agreement to 
account for NATO's east- 


wards enlargement later 
this year, when Poland. 
Hungary and the Czech 
Republic become members. 

Albright played down the 
points of dispute. 

On Kosovo, for example, 
Russia agreed U.S. 
Ambassador William 
Wa&ker should stay on as 
head of an international 
monitoring team and that 
the United Nations -should 
investigate possible war 
crimes. 

She again assured Russia 
that withdrawing from the 
ABM treaty was not even 
under discussion, despite 
plans to increase research 
spending on a National 
Missile Defence which 
might eventually violate the 
agreement in its present 
form. 

Albright has meetings 
with three potential candi- 
dates in Russia's presiden- 
tial {election due in 2000 — 
Moscow mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov, liberal leader 
Grigory Yavlinsky and 
region^ governor 

Alexander Lebed. 

A State Department 
spokesman told reporters 
Alb right had discussed 
I rat , Kosovo and other mat- 
ters with Luzhkov. 

Tt was quite cordial but I 
think there was very -little 
ground given on either 
side,*' the spokesman said. 

After Russia. Albright 
flies to Egypt then Saudi 
Arabia, Britain and France, 
returning to Washington 
Friday. 



Malaysia’s new foreign 
minister takes office 


Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov hugs U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright in front of the Foreign Ministry b uilding . Albright arrived in Moscow 
Monday saying she was seeking -positive dialogue rather than confrontation on a 
backlog of disputes between Moscow and Washington (Reuters photo) 

Cambodian opposition leader 
speaks out on Taiwanese toxic waste 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
- 7 - Malaysia's new foreign, 
minister Syed Hamid Albar 
took office Monday, pledg- 
ing to continue cooperation 
while maintaining harmo- 
nious ties with other coun- 
tries, the official Beroama 
news agency reported. 

“As foreign minister. I 
will play an active role 
towards achieving the 
objectives of Malaysia’s 
foreign policy” he was 
quoted as saying. 

The former defence min- 
ister succeeds Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi, who is now- 
deputy premier and home 
affairs minister following a 
cabinet reshuffle on Jan. 8. 
Syed Hamid said he was 
keen to resolve all its out- 
standing disputes with 
Singapore, the country's 


closest neighbour. 

“The relationship, between . 
our two countries Is' s’o 
intertwined ... There are 
some sensitivities tfiat we” 
have to look at and we try to 
avoid areas that can create 
differences,” he said. 

“Let us look at things 
where we can find common 
ground and let us. move for- 
ward. That has always been 
our viewpoint,” he said. “I 
chink both our leaders want 
to achieve a win-win situa- 
tion for the two countries." 

An old dispute over a 
Malaysian railway station in 
Singapore flared again last 
week after Singapore 
Foreign Minister S. 
Jayakumar said Kuala 
Lumpur had a month to pre- 
sent legal arguments on 
why it should remain at its 


present station. 

But Syed Hamid last week 
ruled but piecemeal negoti- 
ations with Singapore, say- 
ing tfi’eraifway station* issue 
should be settled as a pack- 
age with other issues as 
agreed on last month by 
both countries. 

Other issues include 
Malaysia's water supply to 
Singapore, pension funds 
held by Malaysian workers 
in Singapore, the fate of 
Malaysian company shares 
formerly traded in 
Singapore and alleged vio- 
lations of Malaysian air- 
space by the Singapore air 
force. 

Ties 1 between the two 
countries have been stormy 
since Singapore broke away 
from the Malaysian federa- 
tion in 1965. 


SEHANOUKVILLE. 
Cambodia t AP) — Opposition 
leader Sam Rainsy called on 
top government officials 
Monday to resign over a scan- 
dal involving the dumping of 
3,000 tonnes of Taiwanese 
toxic waste in Cambodia 

The firebrand politician 
claimed he has obtained evi- 
dence that implicates high- 
level officials in Prime Minister 
Hun Sen's government, but 
said he would not point fingers 
until he could prove who col- 
lected an alleged $3 million 
bribe to allow the waste to 
enter Cambodia. 

“We will show that die $3 
milli on was collected by the 
top people, the ministers, and 
these people should resign." 
Sam Rainsy said as he toured 
the waste site on the outskirts 
of this seaport town. 185 kilo- 
metres southeast of Phnom 
Penh. 

The waste, which contains 
dangerous levels of the poiso- 
nous metal mercury, was dis- 
covered in a crude dump last 
month by emironmental offi- 
cials after being sent to 


Cambodia by the major 
Taiwanese petrochemical com- 
pany Formosa Plastics Carp. 

A dockworker died ' after 
cleaning the hold of the ship 
that transported the waste, 
sparking a panicked exodus 
from Sihanoukvillc that killed 
four people in traffic accidents. 

. A sixth death — a villager 
who rummaged through die 
waste and used (he sacks it 
came in for a makeshift bed — 
has also been linked to die 
dumping. 

More than 100 government 
officials — mostly 
Sihanoukvilie customs offi- 
cials — have been suspended 
in the scandal and a-prosecutor 
told a local newspaper last 
week that at least nine will be 
criminally charged- 

Sam Rainsy claimed that 
only high-level officials could 
have approved die shipment, 
pointing to a statement last 
month by National Assembly 
President Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh rhnr a $3 million 
bribe had been paid to accept 
the waste. 

The prince said be was told 


of the bribe by Hun Sen. 

‘We have to identify who is 
responsible,” Sam Rainsy said. 

‘1 don’t think die low-rank- 
ing customs officers... got the 
$3 million.'' The opposition 
leader also called on Formosa 
Plastics to take back the waste 
by Ftrix 30 — 90 days from its 
arrival — and to pay aS costs 
associated with (be dumping. - 
both immediate and long-tom. 
The government has made 
similar demands and is negoti- 
ating a settlement deal with the 
company. 

Formosa Plastics has already 
agreed to take back the waste, 
now packed into oil drums and 
freight containers, but environ- 
mentalists fear the company 
will stall as long as it can. 

Sam Rainsy called for the 
passage of legislation to ban 
foe import of hazardous mater- 
ial to Cambodia. 

Environment Minister Mok 
Marcth has called the Formosa 
shipment illegal but legal . 
experts say Cambodia’s envi- 
ronment law has several loop- 
holes that could allow the 
waste’s import. 


Controversial military court orders another hanging in Pakistan 


KARACHI. Pakistan (AP) 
— Pakistan's controversial 
anti-terrorist military courts 
sentenced three men to death 
Monday for the killing last 
year of a former - Sindh 
provincial legislator, an army 
spokesman said. 

However it's not clear 
when the sentence will be 
carried out because 
Pakistan’s Supreme Court 
has ordered all executions 
imposed by these military 
courts suspended until it 


decides whether they are 
legal. 

That hearing is scheduled 
to begin on Feb. I in the fed- 
eral capital of Islamabad. 

While the Supreme Court 
has suspended executions it 
has not barred the military 
courts from hearing cases. 

Since the courts were 
established by Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif in 
November last year, 13 peo- 
ple have been sentenced to 
death. Of those, two have 


already been hanged and one 
was acquitted — a 13-year- 
old boy. 

The courts were set up in 
southern Sindh province after 
Sharif dismissed the provin- 
cial government . and 
launched a crackdown aimed 
at ending the relentless vio- 
lence wracking the provincial 
capital of Karachi 

Human rights groups have 
protested the establishment 
of these courts calling them 
unconstitutional. Sharif how- 


ever sdys he wants to estab- 
lish them throughout the 
country. 

The courts were set up to 
mete out quick justice. The 
latest trial began on Jan. 1 1 
and concluded just 14 days 
later. Cases being heard 
before civil courts can take 
months to go to trial. 

Many of the people sen- 
tenced have been members of 
the ethnic party the 
Muttaheda Qami Movement, 
which claims to represent 


Indian Muslims who migrat- 
ed to Pakistan following 
independence of tbe subcon- 
tinent in 1947. 

The MQM, which is the 
politically dominant party in 
Karachi, is seeking recogni- _ 
tion as a fifth ethnic group in 
Pakistan, something succes- 
sive governments have reject- 
ed. 

The MQM accuses the 
government of using the mil- 
itary courts to arrest its mem- 
bers and destroy the political 


power of the party. 

These courts are contro- 
versial... we don’t consider 
them just so it is irrelevant 
what punishment they give” 
said Nasreen Jaleel a spokes- 
woman for the MQM’s 
largest faction run by exiled 
leader Altaf Hussein. 

“It is selective justice,” she 
said. “The government is 
using the armed forces for its 
own political purposes. The 
military courts will make the 
armed forces unpopular." 


Pirates rampage in Asia seas, whole crews missing 


HONG KONG (R) — 
Ship hijackings in Asian 
waters have become more 
frequent and more violent 
and entire crews may have 
been killed in some cases, 
industry officials and 
sources said Monday. 

Appealing to govern- 
ments in the region to give 
priority to the problem, 
they said violence- at sea 
would spin out of control 
unless action was taken. 

“Violence has been 
increasing. We have seen 
a lot of ships in this 
region, in the South China 
Sea and Indonesia, 
hijacked lately,” said Noel 
Choong, regional manag- 
er at the International 
Maritime Bureau’s piracy 
reporting centre in Kuala . 


Lumpur. 

“And this time, we find 
whole ships are missing 
with the entire crew, and 
they (crimes) are of a very 
gruesome nature," he told 
Reuters. 

Recent hijackings of 
two ships, involving 38 
crewmen, have sparked 
renewed concern. 

The Panama-registered 
Tenyu, owned by Kobe- 
based Masumoto Kisen 
Shipping Co, went miss- 
ing in late September in 
the Straits of Malacca 
while bound for South 
Korea with aluminium 
ingots. 

It later turned up at a 
port in eastern China with 
a different name and crew. 
Its original crew — two 


South Koreans and 13 
Chinese — are feared 
dead, industry sources 
said. 

The ship and its new 16- 
member Indonesian crew 
were being detained in 
Zhangjiagang port in 
China’s Jian«su province 
pending investigation, 
sources said. 

Another case involved 
the mineral ore-laden bulk 
carrier Cheung Son. also 
Panama-registered, which 
disappeared in the Taiwan 
Strait in late December 
while sailing for China. 

Hong Kong newspapers 
said three of the Cheung 
Son’s 23 crew were 
recently identified among 
six bodies found in fishing 
nets off* southern China. 


Chinese authorities have 
arrested seven men in 
connection with the case. 

“The fate of the remain- 
ing (Cheung Son) crew is 
unknown. Of course, 
chances of them being 
alive are very slim," a 
well-placed industry 
source said. Chenng Son’s 
Hong Kong-based owner 
Waibert Steamship Co Ltd 
has declined comment. 

Choong said the two 
cases were different from 
past hijackings when 
pirates freed the ship and 
crew after taking valu- 
ables and destroying com- 
munication equipment. 

The violence started 
towards the end of 199S, 
he said. 

“Towards the end of 


1998, we’ve been seeing a 
lot of hijacked ships 
where • we have (whole) 
crews missing and, I 
believe, killed. It’s a 
major concern for us" 
Choong said.' 

Figures of violent piracy 
cases in 1998 are to be 
released by the 
International .Maritime 
Bureau in early February. 

The two cases also have 
sparked renewed pleas for. 
help. 

“We call for strong gov- 
ernment action to wipe 
out piracy in Asian 
waters... before it gets out 
of control,” Choong said. 

The incidents have 
caused alarm among 
Hong Kong shipowners, 
with some saying they 


would raise their concerns 
with authorities in Hong 
Kong and Beijing. 

“Of course we are very 
concerned about all these 
recent incidents at sea,” 
M.H. Liang, chairman of 
Island Navigation Corp 
International Ltd, said 
recently. 

“In one case, I have even 
brought it up with the 
Hong Kong and Macau 
' Affairs Office ” said 
Liang, who also is chair- 
man of the China commit- 
tee of the Hong Kong 
Shipowners Association. 

The office Liang cited is 
under China’s State 
Council, which deals with 
Hong Kong and Macau 
matters. 



Nepali King holds talfe ■ X 
with Indian ■ 

NEW DELHI (R) — NepaTs- Ki^ Rirendra held . iaBcs 
Monday with Indian leaders aimed ^farther stre ngth e nin g 
ties between the two Kighbonb^-offici^ ^H-'.King' 
Birendra and Queen Aishwaiya arrived in New Delhi. 
Sunday as chief guests of India’s Republic Day celebrations 
to be held Tuesday. “A new chapter wffitstfflt m-lnrio-Nepal 
relations.” Prime Minister Aral Behan , Vajpayee told 
reporters alter talks with the 53-ycar-oid monarch, who Is on 
his first official visit to India since 1993. Vajpayee said foie 
king ’s visit was of great significance; mid would further 
strengthen the friendly relations between-foe two countries. 
King Birendra, thanking the- Indian government for tbe 
opportunity, hoped bilateral relations would get a boost- 
Nepal and India share a 1380-km border which is open for 
free movement of their citizens irader a 48-year-old treaty. 

' India is Nepal's major economic partner and the two coun- 
tries share close cultural and business ties. The two sides wfll 
discuss ways to boost bilateral-trade and foege closer ties that 
will take them into the next miDeranum, Indian officials said 
ahead of the visit 

Polish farmers block roads, 
borders to protest imports 

WARSAW (AFP) — Polish formers blocked some 20 roads 
and border crossing points Monday to protest cheap 
European inserts which they say are driving them (»t of 
business, officials said. The militants blockaded two frontier 
posts with- Geamany and the Czech Republic, as well as the 
main PoznanhWarsaw highway, used by transcontinental 
trucks cross en route for Moscow, said police spokesman 
Pawel Bicdziak- Last week, die head of the Samoobrona 
union Andrzej Lepper warned that mititanK would “paralyse 
the country" this week if their demands for bans on foreign 
imports are not met Premier Jerzy Buzek said the action was 
“political" and insisted the government was trying to help 
farmers. Monday the protesters used farm vehicles and piles 
of tyres - to stop traffic, although most of the action was on 
non-trunk roads, said the spokesman, adding that police were 
organising diversions. They blocked the Jedizychowice 
crossing on die German frontier, and the Pietrowice crossing 
on the Czech border. The farmers say they are suffering from 
huge imports of western agricultural products which they 
Haim are “subsidised" by foe European Union. They want 
die imports either stopped or taxed. In addition to aid from 
Brussels, the more modem western agricultural production 
benefits from relatively low manufacturing costs. Friday, 
more than a thousand fanners, some armed with pitchforks 
and scythes, used tractors, harrows, manure tanks, piles of 
tires and barbed wire to block a luge customs terminal in 
Swiecko, on die Polish-German border: They ended that 
action Saturday, even though talks between Lepper and 
Polish Agriculture Minister Jacek Janiszewsid, who had trav- 
elled to Swiecko to meet tbe formers, broke off after only a 
brief encounter. 

Sri Lanka Buddhists mark temple 
bombing with protests 

COLOMBO* (R) ' Buddhist monks took to the streets 

Mdnday in Kaxufy demanding that foe anniversary of a blast 
at foe central ’Sri Xankartown’s famed Temple of Tooth be* 
declared a day of national mourning. “We. gathered at the 
temple to express the anger and opposition of the Sinhala 
Buddhists over foe bombing and destruction of foe temple by 
Tiger terrorists,” a member of foe clergy told Reuters by 
phone from Kandy. An alms giving ceremony was held at the 
temple for tbe clergy aod poor in memory of 16 people lolled 
in the blast exactly a year ago on Jan. 25, 1998, officials at the 
temple said. "It is foie government’s duty to declare today 
(Monday) as a national day of mourning because it is a great 
day of sadness for Buddhists," said the priest who declined 
to be identified Some 693 per cent of Sri Lanka's 183 mil- 
lion people are Buddhist The Dalada Maligawa, Sri Lanka's 
most revered shrine that houses Lord Buddha’s tooth relics, 
was severely damaged in (he bomb blast which the govern- 
ment! blamed on th e Li beration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) rebels. The LTTE rebels have been fighting govern- 
ment troops for a separate homeland for minority Tamils in 
Sri Lanka’s since 1983. The temple was to have been the 
venue for Sri Lanka's 50fo independent anniversary celebra- 
tions on Feb. 4 last year with Britain's Prince Charles as the 
chief guest but tbe event was shifted to Colombo after the 
attack. Reconstruction work at the temple, is still continuing 
and likely to finish only by tbe middle of this year. 

New case of mad cow disease 
uncovered 

PARIS (AP) — The fourth case this year of bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy — known as mad cow disease — was 
discovered in northwestern France, the Agriculture Ministry 
said Monday. The milk cow, bom in July 1994 in La Manche, 
was from a herd of 71 cows in foe La Manche region near tbe 
English ChanneL AH 71 cows In foe herd were slaughtered 
and incinerated late last week, foe ministry said. It was the 
fourth case of mad cow disease discovered this year and the 
53rd case since 1991, foe ministry said. Mad cow disease was 
first detected in 1985. It causes holes in the brain, making cat- 
tle stagger and drool. There is no known cure. Scientists 
believe mad cow disease may be linked to an equally fatal 
human brain ailment, Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease. 

Miracle survival of Senegalese 
stowaway in plane’s landing gear 

LYON (AFP) — The survival of a young Senegalese stow- 
away who hid for some five hours in the landing gear of an 
Airbus bound from Dakar to Lyon is almost a miracle. 
French doctors say. The stowaway, first believed to be 19 or 
20 but who claims to have been bom in 1984, was found 
unconscious “in bad shape bat alive" after foe Jan. 17 land- 
ing of foe Air Afrique Airbus A-300. After eight days in hos- 
pital, doctors Sunday said he was out of danger while 
expressing surprise he had survived foe rare ordeal of 
extreme cold and lack of oxygen. ‘To survive ai 9,000 or 
10.000 metres is normally impossible under the laws of 
physics, said Bernard Marsinl^an anaesthetist. '‘A human 
being only has a 20 per cent breathing capacity at 9 000 
metres." said Hugues Cbardonnet, a specialist in hypoxia, 
foe condition resulting from a Jack of oxygen supply to the 
body. Ironically, Chardonnet speculated that foe young man 
may have been saved by hypothermia which “would have 
protected Jiis brain that no longer needed oxygen. This is 
often foe case with avalanche victims who can be revived 
yer several hours if their body temperature is not too low." 
French officials said the reasons for his desperate bid to 
leave foe country remained a mystery. He has been placed in 
hospital care pending his repatriation to Senegal Should be * 
prove to be a minor, be wifi be handed over to a cfaadren’*] 
court for a ruling. ' --a 
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Families of 2 
Marines protest 
imposed anthrax 
vaccinations 



1 LION, New York ( AP) 

The families of two 

Marines aore protesting 
jlje gpveenment’s plans 
to vaednate 2A million 
fflBtary personnel 
against an th ra x , say- 
ing tt could lead to 
IffPgjerm health prob- 
lems for their soos- 

Tfce parents of Adam 
Cooper and Bradley 
Watson, friends who 
grew op together in 
tftfe upstate New York 
town, say the military 
does not know enough 
about the vaccination 
and its side effects to 
require shots for all its 
personnel. 

§o Car, about 166,000 
people have received at 
Est the first in a 
series of six vaccina- 
tions against the 
potentially fatal dis- 
ease, according to Jim 
Tuner, a spokesman 
for the Department of 
Defence. 

Turner says the vac- 
cine has been around 
far the last 25 to 30 
years and is safe. “It’s 
been thoroughly test- 
ed. It’s (goverament)- 
approved,” he told the 
Utica Observer- 
Dispatch in Monday’s 
editions. 

But the Coopers and 
Watsons believe the 
vaccine may not be 
entirely safe. Both 
families told the 
Observer-Dispatch 
they have spent many 
hours researching the 
effects of the vaccine 
and believe it may be 
related to what is pop- 
ularly 'known as Golf 
war syndrome,' or the 
variety of illnesses suf- 


fered by veterans after 
the Gulf war. 

The families have 
contacted US. Rep. 
Sherwood Boehlert’s 
office to protest the 
vaccination program 
and are scheduling a 
town meeting here 
next month to hear 
from former military 
personnel who have 
taken the vaccine and 
some who resigned to 
avoid iL 

“I’m no revolution- 
ary. I’m doing this 
because my son’s life is 
at stake,” Tim Watson 
said. “It’s morally 
wrong. They are using 
our children as pinw 
pigs. We are not at war. 
— This is something 
that could be delayed 
until farther tests are 
done.” Because of the 
threat of anthrax being 
used as “germ war- 
fare,” the military 
announced in 1997 
that It would vaccinate 
all of its active and 
reserve personnel by 
2005. 

Watson is concerned 
the anthrax vaccine 
given to soldiers in the 
Gulf may have led to 
the problems many 
have reported experi- 
encing in recent years, 
including lupus, 

fatigue, headaches, 
dizziness, cancer. 
Infertility and birth 
defects. 

There are no hard 
facts to substantiate 
any medical problems 
being linked to the 
anthrax vaccine or any 
other vaccine soldiers 
were given in the Gulf. 



‘Sri Lanka’s 
provincial poll rigged’ 


Director Steven Spielberg displays the two Golden Globe Awards as he beads to a 
post-show party sponsored by his studio DreamWorks after the 56th Annual Golden 
Globe Awards in Beverly Hills. Spielberg won as Best Director and as producer for 
Best Drama Motion Picture for his epic World War II Him ‘Saving Private Ryan’ 
(Reuters photo) 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka 
(AP) — An independent 
watchdog group accused 
the president’s supporters 
of vote fraud and intimida- 
tion during a crucial 
provincial election 

Monday. 

The vote in the 
Northwestern Provincial 
Council is being seen as a 
test of President Chandrika 
Kumaramnga's popularity. 
A victory may prompt her 
to order general elections 
in the island nation 17 
months ahead of schedule. 
Sri l -anka has eight 
provinces. 

The Centre for 
Monitoring Election 

Violence said it received 
reports from its monitors 
and opposition activists of 
an ‘'organised campaign of 
election violence and elec- 
toral malpractice” by 
Kumaraiunga’s People's 
Alliance party. 

The Centre comprises 
human rights groups and 
media personalities. There 
was no immediate govern- 
ment reaction to the 
charge. 

“This was not a free and 
fair poll.” said opposition 
leader Ranil 


Wickra mashing he shortly 
after the polling booths 
dosed. 

He charged the ruling 
party “has strangled 
democracy." 

Nearly 13 million peo- 
ple were registered to elect 
a 52- member council from 
among 446 candidates 
from seven political par- 
ties. including 

Kumaramnga’s party and 
the main opposition 
United National Party. 
There was no immediate 
report on the turnout. 
Results were expected 
later Monday or early 
Tuesday. 

Three polling booths 
closed after 90 minutes of 
voting supporters of the 
People’s Alliance, backed 
by gunmen carrying 
assault rifles, stuffed the 
ballot boxes, the centre 
said. 

The presiding officer 
complained that the offi- 
cial election stamp was 
taken away by the intrud- 
ers. “Voters of the area 
were unable to cast their 
vote,” it said. 

At many polling stations 
visited by journalists. 
Peoples Alliance activists 


were seen emerging from 
booths, changing their 
shirts and rubbing the ink 
marks off their fingers that 
had been put on by elec- 
tion officials. Then they 
voted again. 

Some of them repeated 
the process several times. 

Witnesses said a large 
crowd attacked polling sta- 
tions near Kurunegala. 95 
kilometres northeast of 
Colombo and chased away 
the voters. Similar inci- 
dents were reported from 
other voting centres also. 

Election Commission 
officials said the supervis- 
ing body will review alle- 
gations of vote rigging and 
could order another vote at 
some polling stations. 

Before the election, the 
watchdog group said it had 
received complaints of 
nearly 800 election-related 
violence since last month. 

“In the last 48 hours, a 
total of 117 incidents of 
election-related violence 
have been reported." The 
group said two people 
were killed and nine 
escaped assassination 
attempts during pre-elec- 
tion campaign that started 
last month. 


Missionary killers deserve no mercy says India PM 


BUBANESHWAR. India 
(R) — Indian Prime 

Minister Aral Behari 
Vajpayee said Monday that 
no mercy should be shown 
to the murderers of a 
Christian missionary and 
his sons, who were burned 
to death by a mob of right- 
wing Hindu extremists. 

Graham Staines, 58, and 
his sons Philip, 10. and 
Timothy, eight, were killed 
in the eastern Indian state of 
Orissa Saturday when the 
vehicle in which they were 
sleeping was set alight. 

“No mercy should he 
shown to the perpetrators »»l 


this inhuman crime. The 
(state) chief minister has 
hcen told that the state gov- 
ernment should take stem 
action. Some arrests have 
been mode. Some others are 
likely." Vajpayee’s 

spokesman quoted him as 
saying. 

In Bari pad a. where 
Staines had worked among 
poor tribals and lepers for 
30 years, some 10,000 peo- 
ple gathered for the vic- 
tims’ funeral procession. 
Daily life came to a halt in 
the "town as a mark of 
respect, with shops closing 
fur half a dav. 


State police launched a 
massive manhunt for Dara 
Singh, a leader of the 
Bajrang Dal Hindu nation- 
alist group who they believe 
masterminded the lynching. 

Bajrang DaL an ally of the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), has been 
accused of instigating a 
spate of recent attacks on 
Christians in the western 
state of GujaraL The Hindu 
group has denied involve- 
ment. 

Police suspected that 
Singh may have fled to the 
neighbouring state of 
Madhya Pradesh or Uttar 


Pradesh to the west. 

Australian Foreign 

Minister Alexander Downer 
expressed concern and grief 
at the incident. 

“Mr. Staines devoted his 
life to serving others and it 
is unconscionable that he 
and his sons should have 
been killed in this horrific 
way." Downer said in a 
statement. 

“The government expects 
that those responsible for 
the dfnthg of Mr. Staines 
and his sons will be brought 
to justice promptly in 
accordance with India’s 
constitutional and judicial 


processes." 

He said Australia had 
v oiced its concerns over the 
brutal incident to the Indian 
government and hoped 
other Australians working 
in similar situations would 
be afforded protection. 

Indian police have so far 
arrested 47 people and 
announced a reward of 
25,000 rupees ($600) for 
Dara Singh. 

The chief of a powerful 
regional ally tu India’s BJP- 
ied ruling coalition. 
Jayaram Jayalalitha, called 
for “ruthless action against 
these new terrorists 


“I call now for action to 
expose and punish the small 
group of terrorists who are 
seeking to destroy the very 
essence of India." the leader 
of the All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra 

Kazhagam (A1ADMK) 
party said in a statement. 

In recent weeks alleged 
Hindu activists, accusing 
missionaries of converting 
the poor by force, have 
launched attacks on 
Christian churches and 
prayer halls, though 
Saturday's incident was the 
fust to claim lives. 
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When it comes to 
choosing a bank 
for the future 
make sure you read 
between the lines: 


Since its inception in 1930. Arab Bank has grown 
steadily into an experienced, award-winning and 
highly-respected financial institution with more 
than 370 fully-integnited branches and affiliates, 
servicing you around the world, to become the 
largest Arab banking network. 
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ARAB BANK 


The largest 

Arab banking nerwork- 


We share your vision. 


www.arabbank.com 
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Formidable 

tasks 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein must have been folly 
aware of the anxiety and anticipation that gripped 
Jordanians in the past few days amid reports of an 
imminent change in succession. But he relied on his 
people's trust and confidence that he. being their 
leader for the past 47 years, would not fail them. He 
has always known that at crucial junctures he could 
count on their full support And now that be has 
taken his decision and appointed HRH Prince 
Abdullah as heir to the Throne, be can be sure that 
his subjects will renew their allegiance to the 
Hashemite Throne, the symbol of the country's sta- 
bility and continuity, and to the young Crown 
Prince. 

Jordanians expect of their King and his successor 
to keep steering the country and nation towards a 
brighter and better future. 

Modern Jordan, built under the constant and car- 
ing guidance of His Majesty, owes an immeasurable 
debt of gratitude to HRH Prince Hassan for his 
efforts, particularly in the areas of political and eco- 
nomic development and the advancement of scien- 
tific research and education. The foundations that 
were laid down by His Majesty King Hussein, with 
the help of Prince Hassan. will serve as a strong 
base for Prince Abdullah to contribute towards the 
enhancement of democracy, pluralism and eco- 
nomic development as envisioned by the King. 

As continuing processes these goals require much 
work. Before Jordanians, the true Arab national- 
ists, can genuinely fee! content, the cause of democ- 
racy here, as well as everywhere in the Arab World, 
needs to be pursued. Our economy needs to be 
strengthened, and our education system must be 
overhauled. Last but not least, the course of Arab 
nationalism, at the heart of every man and woman, 
needs to be resurrected. 

Formidable tasks indeed, but certainly not impossi- 
ble. Not when the people are prepared to sacrifice 
for their attainment 

Placed at the heart of the Arab World, but blessed 
with its educated and enlightened people, Jordan, 
as His Majesty King Hussein has said on many 
occasions, should be made a model for the Arabs to 
emulate in terms of democracy, scientific develop- 
ment and culture. For that to happen, Jordanians 
need to embark on the political, economic and 
social reforms that its leadership and people have 
long been seeking. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! RaVs Mahmoud Rimawi said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s fundamental extrem- 
ism makes his opponents look moderate compared to 
him. Among those is Yitzhak Mordechai, who left 
Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud after some hesitation as 
u result of the prime minister’s continuing suspicion 
against his colleagues and ministers, said Rimawi. 
Although Mordechai is generally described as a sup- 
porter of peace agreements, his support is not accom- 
panied by a clear policy, especially when it comes to 
Israel’s security, occupation and the settlements, and he 
is not well-known for his suppon of a Palestinian state 
in the West Bank or Gaza, the writer said. Mordechai, 
as an Iraqi Kurd, is “Forced" by his oriental origins to 
compete with Western rightists in proving his eagerness 
to serve the Jewish state, he noted. However. Rimawi 
said. Mordechai is not as stubborn as Netanyahu, and 
his move to join a centrist party is, no doubt, weaken- 
ing the Likud. 

Al Dustour's Mazen Saket said that although phrases 
like the Third World and developing countries have- 
gone after the fall of communism the Third World's 
problem's still exist and are, in fact, expanding. With 
the new World Order and increased globalisation, such 
countries face tough obstacles and challenges with little 
power, Saket claimed. In the absence of a balance of 
power, the role of multinational institutions and banks 
in the Third World are setting conditions that abuse 
human resources, their labour as well as the fruit of 
their labours, said the writer. All indications show, that 
the Third World’s capability to achieve progress and 
development has been limited and is conditional upon 
Western organisations* desires. If the Third World, 
including the Arabs, does not unify soon, it will face an 
insurmountable challenge. Saket warned. 


His Majesty King Hussein’s letter to 
His Royal Highness Prince Hassan 


(Continued from page 1) * 

At the time my decision concerning 
succession to the throne was not sub- 
ject to any personal or emotional con- 
siderations but rather was a national 
one. It was a derision stemming from 
my feeling of responsibility and the 
need to plare the national interests and 
the country's stability and survival 
above all considerations and interests. 
My objective was to perform my duty 
towards my people and nation, to seek 
God’s blessing and peace of mind, and 
to achieve stability and reassure all 
Jordanians about the future. This 
requires cohesion and national unity 
by God's grace after going through all 
kinds of experiences and ordeals. 

We have sought to be transpatent in 
all our affairs and we were keen on 
modernisation and reforms in all mat- 
ters that lead to progress and success 
and in an atmosphere of democracy. 

It was during my first trip abroad for 
medical treatment when cancerous 
cells were discovered in my left ureter, 
which was removed in addition to my 
left kidney. The suffering I felt at the 
time was a reason for my deep insight 
into the past and the present, as I was 
carrying the Holy Koran when I 
moved from one therapy’ session to 
another. God’s words served as my 
spiritual and mental nourishment. I 
had reached a point when I concluded 
that the long trip had exhausted me 
physically and I felt my agility was not 
like before and that there were bound- 
aries which, if crossed, would take 
their toll on my resistance. 

1 was left with my mind and memo- 
ry intact, thank God, and I was look- 
ing forward to doing whatever I could 
towards serving the nation and its 
future and the coming generations 
until the last breath of my life. 

To achieve that. I returned home' 
deciding to abdicate the throne in your 
favour despite the differences between 
us at times. My small family was 
offended by slandering and false- 
hoods, and I refer here to my wife and 
children- When I heard tins most of 
die time, I attributed it to the tendency 
towards rivalry among (hose who pre- 
tend to be faithful to you and who 
attribute to you anything good in 
whatever you do. I have failed over the 
years in my advice to you and our 
family to stop asking the media to 
focus on persons instead of focusing 
on content and on those who we 
should celebrate, such as graduates 
and creative people. 

We have overlooked all these mat- 
ters because when I returned, I was 
accorded a greal reception by my 
Jordanian family on that eternal day, 
which left an indelible impression on 
me. The Jordanian family has over- 
whelmed. me with its noble fix lings 
that strengthened my resolve and 
determination to do the impossible to 
help Jordan achieve peace, following 
in the footsteps of Egypt and after our 
Palestinian brothers assumed their 
responsibilities towards achieving that 
goal, because this is aright which they 
exercise with their own will We sup- 
port their cause and the Palestinian 
leadership with all our might. 

The commencement of the peace 
process came at a time when Jordan 
was under siege and the doors were 
closed. It came at a time when it was 
believed dial the country had come to 
astandstilL 

Through the peace process, we 
secured the restoration of occupied 
Jordanian territory and we found the 
solution for the water problem and our 
full share of water was returned to us. 
We are still searching and cooperating 
with all parties to secure the needs of 
the nation and its future generations, 
and we continue our efforts towards 
developing our agriculture and indus- 
try. We are trying to achieve peace and 
we are exploiting all our influence to 
support our Palestinian brothers, help- 
ing them regain their rights on then- 
land and establish their own state on 
their national soil We are trying to 
achieve the objective of all people 
seeking a just peace in this region. We 
stand strongly against any tendency 
towards destruction and death and 


against the use of weapons of mass 
destruction. We demand that the 
whole world stand united against any 
■party seeking destruction or backing 
terrorism, wherever they might be. 

After a thorough examination, it is 
clear to me that the situation has 
become extremely dangerous and is a 
source of constant concern to the 
world in view of the capability and 
ease of developing weapons and the 
access to expertise to make those 
weapons and use them. 

Perhaps biological weapons are the 
most dangerous of all, because they 
reintroduce to the world certain dis- 
eases that 'have already become 
extinct, like smallpox. 

Production of vaccines against the 
disease has stopped, and the effects of 
these vaccines end after a time if not 
used In addition, there are doubts 
revolving around the effect of any 
remaining quantities of the vaccine. 
.The most dangerous aspects of this 
disease is that its symptoms do not 
appear immediately, and the carrier of 
the disease can easily transmit it to 
those with whom he has contact 

In the present time of fast communi- 
cation. such disease can move with an 
amazing speed around the world, end- 
ing the lives of all people without dis- 
crimination. 

In addition, the world is witnessing 
material greed which can cause great 
damage to the earth's environment 
unless sound measures are taken. It 
has to be pointed out that cancer is an 
outcome of that situation. For exam- 
ple, skin cancer has been proven to be 
a result of holes in the ozone layer. No 
doubt other forms of cancer result 
from environmental pollution in the 
atmosphere, in addition to smoking. 
What is more dangerous is that such 
an atmosphere leads towards drastic 
changes in the world, like changes in 
the climate and in rainfall Such an 
atmosphere also can cause devastating 
floods and is behind flies that destroy 
tropical forests and pollute the waters 
of rivers, lakes and seas. 

. Returning to the peace process, I 
appreciate what you have done to 
make it succeed, and I should admit it 
was not an easy joh You have helped 
me in selecting competitive 
Jordanians who are- loyal to their 
country and capable of working and 
defending its rights under all condi- 
tions. For that I am grateful and I 
appreciate what you have done. 

Some people may question the rea- 
son behind keeping certain officials in 
their positions. My answer is they are 
the elite of this nation and they have 
risen to the occasion with the courage 
and true affiliation to die country and 
great affection towards serving their 
homeland, whether civilian or military 
personalities, technicians or experts. 

After my first trip abroad for treat- 
ment we entered the peace process 
and we exerted all efforts towards 
making it a success. We embarked on 
this mission armed with our strong 
belief in God, our belief that we are all 
the descendants of Abraham and our 
belief in the futility of wars and 
tragedies that befall people. 

We were oriented towards construc- 
tion and doing good, and we have 
always sought to persuade the world 
that peace cannot be achieved without 
justice and that the world should deal 
with the Arabs on an equal footing so 
that the inhabitants of this region can 
protect their interests. We have called 
on the world to start a serious and 
objective dialogue in order to lay 
down the new principles for actual 
cooperation, fine of selfishness and 
free of the desire to place petty inter- 
ests above major ones. We welcome 
any one who is committed to con- 
tributing to a law governing bilateral 
or collective dealings among the peo- 
ple of the world to join us. Those who 
go astray must be held accountable for 
their actions, because the world 
should not be monopolised by groups 
seeking to tamper with the fine of 
mankind at will 

As for our Hashemite situation, I 
remember I spoke about that at a big 
meeting for officers and officials at the 
conference hall at Al Hussein Medical 


City. ! stressed the formation of afam- 
iJy council to take care of those who 
are worthy of belonging to the family 
of the Prophet Mohammed, peace be 
upon him, and the house of the 
Prophet. 

1 have lived through many experi- 
ences and I noticed at an early age 
how some climbers climb onto the 
branch to ruin the relation between 
brothers and between father and son, 
and I swore to myself that this would 
not happen here in my lifetime. But 
surely, this has become the objective 
of every declared or hidden enemy, 
and aU of those have used afl means at 
their disposal to weaken confidence 
between leadership and people, but 
they have not succeeded. 

Their plan at this stage, together 
with those who want to destroy 
Jordan, was to instigate infighting in 
the ranks of the leadership after they 
failed to dismantle the base, and they 
find in my being alive an impediment 
to all their designs, forgetting that Al 
Hussein has lived only to gain the 
blessings of God, to have a clear con- 
science and to achieve die best for all 
his people, regardless of their origins, 
who cooperate in holding the banner 
high and canying the message of 
Jordan with their heads held high, not 
bowing except before God. 

Until that time, I was determined to 
hand the first responsibility to you. but 
after you, I envisioned a role for the 
family council in which to ensure the 
unity of the Hashemite Family so that 
when the time came for you to choose 
your successor, the family would have 
a great role in naming the most suit- 
able successor; in accordance w iththe 
benevolent traditions of I slam 
The most important nans to which 
young men should aspire are mutual 
respect, frankness, die fortitude to 
reject malice, and a quest fra- knowl- 
edge, starting with the honour of serv- 
ing in the Jordan Aimed Farces, the 
Arab Army, to be a model for young 
people and to earn the honour that 
they deserve for their abilities and 
capabilities. 

I envisioned that the council would 
include all Hashemite Jordanians, 
including yourself. Prince Raad Ben 
Zeid Ben Hussein, Prince Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Prince Ali Ben Nayef. and^ 
fhai all of them wouldTiseto tne1b$el ~ 
expected of them? bdtimng jin tfte ~ 
importance of their duty aS^uraier die * 
threat of punishment for departing 
from the rules and from a consensus 
that would achieve the objective and 
light the right path for future genera- 
tions and show respect for the coun- 
try's laws and love for all people, 
without any injustice or malice. I 
aspired that the Hashemites would 
deal with all people as they would 
wish people to deal with them, 
removed from envy or greed, refrain- 
ing from mobilising people against 
people's own interests, without divid- 
ing them into followers of this or that 
and destroying the edifice of 
Jordanian society in a way that would 
fulfil the interest of the country's ene- 
mies. 

Wfe differed over [the council] 
because your opinion was that it 
should be achieved only when you 
were at the helm. I placed between 
your two hands a few papers that I 
wrote myself. I did not show them to 
anyone. They consisted of the main 
tenets of my proposal and when I 
received your comments on them, the 
response did not reflect the spirit of 
my proposal nor did they meet the 
needs of the times. 

We have differed, and we still do. 
over the succession, and who would 
succeed you. You were completely 
opposed to this until the time you 
would have assumed the Throne and 
decided who would have been your 
successor. 

All the princes and princesses are 
my children and the grandchildren are 
mine too. You and your sister were the 
closest to me within the family. Your 
sons and daughters are like my own 
children; Abdullah, Faisal, Ali, 
Hamzeh and Hashem. 

Hamzeh, may God give him long 
life, has been envied since childhood 


because be was close to me, and 
because he waned ro knew all matters 
large and small, and all details of the 
history of his family. He wanted to 
know about the struggle of his broth- 
ers and of his countrymen. I have been 
touched by his devotion to his country 
and by his integrity and magnaranrity 
as be stayed beside me, not moving 
unless I forced him from time to time 
to carry out some duty on occasions 
that did not exceed the fingers on one 
band That is how Hamzeh Ben Al 
Hussein spent his holiday, between his 
studies at Harrow and his admission to 
the military academy at Sandhurst, 
after my insistence. 

I order him now, as his father and 
leader; to continue his studies there 
without any interruption until he fin- 
ishes, by God’s grace. 

As for his brothers and sisters, they 
have both visited me, leaving behind 
them on many occasions their families 
and children for extended periods of 
time. These visits pleased me, tut at 
the same time made me worried about 
those who they left behind. Of my 
family, at the forefront was my broth- 
er Mohammad and my sister Basma, 
who visited me and donated marrow 
that matches my own. You also voluDh 
teered to donate marrow except that 
yours did not match mine. 

As for Noor, she brought happiness 
to me and cared for me (faring ray Al- 
ness, with the utmost loving affection. 
She, the Jordanian, who belongs to 
this country with every fibre of her 
being, holds her head high in the 
defence and service of this country's 
interest She is the mother who 
devotes all her effects to her family. 
We have grown together in soul and 
mind, and she has had to endure a 
great deal of hardship to ensure that I 
was being attended to. And she, like 
me, also endured much anxiety and 
many shocks, but always placed her 
faith in God and hid her tears behind 
smiles. She also has not escaped the 
attempts of criticism. Why not? 
[Because there are] climbers who 
want to reach for the summit, and 
when the fever was getting high some 
people thought it was their donee. 

I have intervened from my sickbed 
to prevent meddling in the affairs of 
the Arab/ Army. This meddling 
seftned^13^br^SfeSn?\o sefrle scores, 
juxJ incl uded retirib^effrderii offi&s h 
known (orthear allegianceanci whose 
history and bright records are beyond 
reproach. At fee forefront werethe 
Field Marshal and the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff who was 
envied because of a house. I am the 
one who paid for tbe house. I have col- 
lected the money in instalments over 
years until it was buflt modestly. Its 
costs in no way approach the esti- 
mates made by many. That was 
because erf his loyalty and his integrity 
and because we wanted to give him 
something commensurate with his 
rank and position, especially that he 
receives his counterparts from all over 
the wodd. 

Some people are asking did others 
receive the same care? The answer is 
yes. From the meek to the mighty, 
wherever it was possible to do so. 

Perhaps it was wrong at times, but 
the support of those who deserve it is 
one of my greatest responsibilities, 
and [7 do] not do it far personal gain. 
Excelling students and needy patients 
benefited. 

And then, there is another question. 
Where is all this’ coming firm? The 
answer is I have raised [funds] for ray 
country and my people to ensure their 
progress and to’ ensure, that they lead 
dignified lives, through continuous 
development All [those funds] went 
to the objective of national self 
reliance and to the treasury. 

On the personal level that was God- 
given; the result of many brothers in 
Arab and Muslim nations who were 
very magnanimous towards me, 
knowing my situation and sufferings 
over the years. They have helped me 
pay my debts and helped me also to 
spend on those who serve tbeir coun- 
try. I thank them and I am grateful to 
them for their magnanimity. 

All of tins has given me many sleep- 


less nights while I was chi my sickbed, 
on top of my personal suffering. What* 
made me sleepless Tor the first time in 
my life is that I was asking myself, 
why is there insistence on change in 
the Army since we know' die need far 
reform and development' and the 
Chairman and myself were busy all 
the time providing our army wife all 
available experience, local and inter- 
national I have used my authority as 
Supreme Commander of the armed 
forces to stop any action that would 
have led to the fragmentation and 
politicisation of the Army . We have 
ensured that service in the Army 
would achieve aO our ambitions in its 
continuous development cm tlx: 
strongest basis as a shield for the 
country and as our pride. 

The same applies to the transfer of 
efficient ambassadors without reason 
except the reason of age. although, 
those ambassadors represent the king, 
the state and the country. That's why I 
returned to- the homeland: to rectify 
matters as soon as possible and to 
assume my duties towanis future gen- 
erations. 

I have found foal after all these years 
— during which circumstances and 
conditions have changed both in our 
region and at the national level — by 
God’s grace, we have achieved a high 
level of credibility, confidence and 
international recognition, all of which 
call on us to continue the tireless and 
sincere work to provide the chance for 
young people to serve their country 
and enrich our march with new vision 
and new experience. All of tins require 
us to take great care of our affairs and 
look at the future with objectivity and 
far-sightedness. 

I have received your letter in which 
you place the matter of succession 
between my hands and in which you 
express your readiness to hear my 
decision concerning that matter. I 
thank you for that. 

I have found that to take a decision, 
I must refer to the original 
Constitutional rule, where 1 find that 
an conditions that originally dictated 
the exception have passed, and that, 
therefore, His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah would, in such a case, 
immediately assume all duties respon- 
sibilities as the Crown Prince-of-the 
HashentitoKmgdora’of Jordan. 

-I tfaar* you. Your Royal Highness, 
my dear brother, and express my 
deepest appreciation to you for all the 
sincere efforts that you have exerted 
dining the past three decades, f thank 
you for all your achievements in the 
fields of development, education intel- 
lectual discourse, science and environ- 
mental affaire through your oversee- 
ing of many programmes at our 
national institutions. 1 value in you the 
spirit of true and genuine brotherhood 
towards myself, expressed in your 
generous letter, which I also feel 
towards you. Hus reflects what should 
ever be foe case within our Hashemite 
Family and which should always be a 
pillar of the Hashemite Family of love 
and affection, a family which embod- 
ies a feeling responsibility and under- 
standing towards new developments 
and circumstances of a new era and 
regards these developments with a 
great deal of awareness and the ability 
to deal with them objectivity and with 
selflessness. 

I am sure that you are receiving this 
decision of mine with self content, and 
with die spirit of a member of rbe one 
united Hashemite team. I am sure, that 
you will be relieved of all the psycho- 
logical and familial pressures. Jordan 
and the wodd at large will be your 
wodd in which there are so many of 
issues in many fields that need your 
knowledge, expertise and deep intel- 
lect and concerns worthy of your tire- 
less efforts and that by God's grace, 
will be supported by us. You will 
always stay close to me as a brother, 
an intellectual and a man of principle. 

May God bless yon, 

Al Hussein, 
January 25, 1999, Shawvral 8, 
1419. 


His Royal Highness Prince Hassan’s 
letter to His Majesty King Hussein 


f 




My Dear Brother, 

Your Majesty King Hussein, 
May God protect you 

EXPRESSING MY allegiance, 
esteem and affection to our King, 
J would like to recollect with 
Your Majesty the memory of that 
day when you appointed me as 
your crown prince. Since then, 
and that was 34 years ago, I have 
been serving my most venerable 
brother and our dear homeland, 
aspiring to carry the banner 
raised by our fathers and grandfa- 
thers, guided by your views and 
directives and working in accor- 


\ 


dance with our joint beliefs with 
the objective of fortifying our 
dear Jordan. I retied on your sup- 
port which you were always gen- 
erous in granting throughout the 
time I lived alongside the father, 
the brother, the leader and the 
source of our strength. With you, 
I have withstood challenges, dif- 
ficulties and adversities which 
have marked many of our days. 
With you also I was delighted by 
the times that passed us and 
through which Jordan passed. 

Through all this. I worked 
relentlessly to be your arm and 
unbending will. I faced destiny 


with you with a determined heart, 
faithful in God, my King and 
people. I have never resorted to 
easy solutions in serving the 
interests of our precious land, but, 
with your determination, f 
aspired for the best for this coun- 
try and its bright future, God will- 
ing. 

Throughout the course of my 
work as your crown prince. I was 
guided by your thought and expe- 
rience and vision, to be able to 
carry out, with the Almighty's 
help, the duties with which you 
entrusted me, seeking the counsel 
of your loyal men, the men of this 


homeland, especially when diffi- 
culties took you away from home, 
the last of these difficulties being 
your medical treatment [in the 
U.S.J which was crowned, thank 
God, by your fall recovery and 
return to your family, tribe and 
people, to continue your blessed 
march and to bring back with you 
joy and happiness to our hearts. 

I used my own judgement while 
canying the responsibility of 
standing by your side while you 
were at home or abroad, relying 
on God the Almighty and depend- 
ing on your confidence which 
was my most precious asset in. 


this life. 

Now, my father, brother, friend, 
and my magnificent King, after 
serving as your crown prince 
since the start of my youth until 
this day, as my hair starts to grey. 
I find myself In a situation where 
I submit to your will and obey 
your sublime and kind command. 

May God protect you and keep 
you to your loyal brother, 


Al Hassan Ben TalakJ 
Jan. 21, 1999, Shawwal 4 , 
1419. 


Si: 

/ 


* 
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Argentine lords of life and death ‘getting the shivers 


By David Haskel 

Renters 

UNTIL A few years ago they held Jife- 
or-death powers. Now they are frail 
old men hiding behind thick medical 
files ro avoid the witness stand or 
prison. 

Leaders of the 1976-83 dictatorship, 
when 15,000 to 30,000 people were 
murdered or disappeared, are now 
sought by judges investigating the 
theft of hundreds of babies bom in 
detention centres where their mothers 
were tortured and killed. 

Several former dictators were arrest- 
ed in the past few months and impris- 
oned pending trial but most managed 
to be sent home under house arrest due 
to advanced age and bad health. 

They include former junta members 
Jorge Videla and Emilio Massera. both 
sentenced to life in prison in 1 985 
when the former military leaders were 
tried for human rights abuses. 

Five years later they were pardoned 
by President Carlos Menem in a bid to 


pacify the country, leading everyone 
here to believe that the military were 
still untouchable. 

But the military rulers of the 1970s, 
most of them now in their 70s, find 
themselves facing trial again for baby 
theft, a crime not i covered by the pres- 
idential pardon and for which there is 
no statute of limitations. 

Claudio Uriarte. author of ‘‘Admiral 
Zero’' on the life of Massera, says it is 
a bitter irony that yesterday’s strong- 
men who wrote some of the bloodiest 
pages of Argentina’s recent history 
were now beleaguered, ailing old men. 

“It is odd to see those who used to 
brag about being the lords of life and 
death over their prisoners getting the 
shivers and coming up with sudden ill- 
nesses,” Uriarte told Reuters. “In 
times like this, when the whole of 
society repudiates them, the old dicta- 
tors have been reduced to pleading, 
pathetic relics of a lost era.” Luis 
Moreno Ocampo, one of the two pros- 
ecutors who got life sentences for the 
military strongmen in 1985, says their 


total isolation within Argentine soci- 
ety meant claims of bad health had 
become their last ally. 

“Their basic problem is that they no 
longer have political clout or influence 
over the armed forces,” he said. “They 
have to come up with something. They 
dreamed of getting off the hook for 
good. Now their nightmares have 
caught up with them.” Massera. a man 
of athletic build who plays tennis, suf- 
fered a mild bean condition after 
being arrested in November and, after 
spending a few days in a hospital, was 
sent borne under house arrest pending 
trial. 

Videla. arrested last June, was the 
first of nine former military chiefs to 
be detained on child kidnapping 
charges. 

After a short span at a military base 
he was also sent home. 

Both are 73, three years over the 
minim um age required by law to qual- 
ify for house arrest 

Relatives of the “disappeared” and 
human rights groups have documented 


hundreds of cases of children bom in 
captivity at the Navy School of 
Mechanics, the main torture and ille- 
gal detention centre under the dicta- 
torship. 

The defendants’ lawyers say the 
legal rime for prosecution has expired 
and that they have already been tried. 
Prosecutors disagree, saying the for- 
mer dictators were tried for only six 
child abduction cases while hundreds 
of new eases have been discovered 
since, crimes that have no statute of 
limitation. 

They also say the military regime 
had a “master plan” to abduct the 
babies of prisoners in the ranks of its 
leftist guerrilla opponents and sus- 
pected sympathisers and kill the moth- 
ers after childbirth. Many of the 
women were sedated and dumped into 
the sea from planes in so-called death 
flights. 

.The Grandmothers of Plaza de 
Mayo, a group dedicated to tracking 
down snatched children, has so far 
reunited dozens of boys and girls with 


their real next of kin. 

Former Navy Capt. Jorge “Tiger” 
Acosra, who used to brag at the 
School of Mechanics that “we decide 
here who lives and who dies” turned 
himself in to authorities in late 
December after two weeks on die run. 
Acosta, 56, is too young to qualify for 
house arrest and was sent to a military 
jail. 

Former Army Chief Cristino Nico- 
laides departed from his old com- 
rades-in-arms’ approach by becoming 
the first to recognise publicly the legit- 
imacy of the federal investigation. But 
like his colleagues he pleaded not 
guilty and declared himself too UJ to 
testify before Adolfo Bagnasco, one of 
the three federal judges on the baby 
theft case. 

In mid-January Bagnasco ordered 
him arrested at a military base in 
Nicolaides’s home town of Cordoba. 
700 km northwest of Buenos Aires, 
and then used an army plane to fly to 
Cordoba and take his testimony. 

Argentina's military are not the first 


to mix health and court cases. Medical 
problems were a major argument of 
former Chilean dictator Augusts 
Pinochet's lawyers to try to block his . 
extradition from Britain to Spain on 
genocide charges. 

The big difference is that Pinochet 
still has a lot of military and political 
influence in Chile, Morenu Ocampo 
says. 

“In contrast, Videla has no control 
over a single soldier, rhni's why he has 
to resort to arguments such as health, 
which are the ones used by common 
people.” At least one infamous mem- 
ber of the former military regime 
accused of abducting infants has 
shown himself to be perfectly fit. In 
early January, ex-Gen. Guillermo 
"Birdie” Suarez Mason leaped agilely 
out the back window of his favourite 
soccer club's headquarters alter 
dozens of angry fans who had recog- 
nised him gathered outside the main 
gate screaming "Murderer? Murder- 



Pollution chokes Delhi as people stand idle by 


By Masako Iijima 

Reuters 

EVERY DAY, thousands of ageing 
buses, shrouded in black exhaust 
fumes, thunder along the roads of 
New Delhi, scattering horn-tooting 
auto-rickshaws and cars. 

They rumble past rag-pickers and 
labourers cooking meals or warm- 
ing themselves over fires on the 
roadside, and cover them with a 
thick layer of dust. 

This, environmentalists say, is 
why the Indian capital is fast 
becoming one of the world's most 
polluted cities. 

“There is not enough being done 
about it in Delhi, where the situa- 
tion is grave and there isn't much 
time." said R.K. Pachauri. director 
of the Tata Energy and Research 
Institute thinktank. 

‘The problem is quite serious now 
and it is going to get worse,” he 


said, adding that as many as 2.5 mil- 
lion people nationwide die each 
year from illnesses related to pollu- 
tion. 

New Delhi Traffic Police data 
shows there are now 3.3 million 
cars, trucks, buses and scooters ply- 
ing the city's streets. In 1980, there 
were barely more than 500,000. • 

Environment ministry officials 
blame the worsening air quality on a 
sharp rise in vehicles, which they 
believe account for more than half 
of the city's pollution woes. 

Levels of benzene, a known car- 
cinogen. are 20 times what is 
deemed safe in Europe, environ- 
mentalists say. 

The Central Pollution Control 
Board's plan of attack focuses on 
eliminating “grossly polluting 
sources” — old vehicles. 

Last year. New Delhi banned 
taxis, buses and rickshaws older 
than 15 years. Petrol pumps now 


sell only unleaded petrol. 

“We have taken small but signifi- 
cant steps,” said board chairman, 
Dilip Biswas. “We measured lead 
levels in September and October 
and found that they were 60 per cent 
lower than in the previous year.” 

But critics say the government 
data collected at nine monitoring 
facilities throughout New Delhi is 
neither comprehensive nor fresh. 
The most recent data is from 1995. 

Most of the plans are based on 
almost no concrete, up-to-date 
information and are too ad hoc, they 
say. 

“Invisible gases can be more 
harmful than the black ones coming 
out of trucks and you need to know 
where the gases are coming from, 
what they are and who the gases are 
affecting to set up an effective poli- 
cy to control it.” said one environ- 
mentalist. 

Officials and environmentalists 


El Nino cost $90 billion in ’98 



By Maggie Fox 

Reuters 

BAD WEATHER not only caused nat- 
ural disasters costing an estimated $90 
billion last year, but can be blamed for 
outbreaks of disease ranging from 
malaria to cholera, U.S. researchers 
said on Sunday. 

Most of the havoc can be pinned on 
El Nino — the periodic warming of 
Pacific Ocean waters off - the coasts of 
Ecuador and Peru, the experts told a 
meeting of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
lAAAS). 

But to make matters worse. La Nina, 
the cooling pattern that often follows 
El Nino, kicked in with its own climat- 
ic disruptions in April. 

“There seems to be a statistically 
greater number of extreme weather 
events.” Paul Epstein of Harvard Med- 
ical School, who helped direct the 
study, told a news conference. 

“Extreme weather events are bad for 
our health.” Epstein added. “Floods 
foster fungi in the ground, they help 
encourage mosquitoes, they cause 
rodents to flee their burrows.” Raw 
sewage gets washed into the water sup- 
ply as well, he said. 

Droughts, too. can also succour 
insects such as aphids and, again, mos- 
quitoes as running streams dry into 
puddles perfect for them to breed. 

“This past year we have seen clusters 


of these diseases in these places where 
extreme weather has occurred,” 
Epstein said. 

His team estimated that weather 
caused $89 billion worth of damage in 
1998, compared to about $55 billion 
for all of the 1980s. Ice storms in Cali- 
fornia in December caused another 
$600 million in damage, so. rhe year's 
total was easily $90 billion, he said. 

In December. Munich Re, the 
world's largest reinsurer, said natural 
disasters caused 50,000 deaths and 
damage costing more than $90 billion 
in 1998, compared to 13,000 deaths 
and damage of $30 billion in 1997. 

The health of animals also suffered, 
with direct economic consequences. 
An outbreak of Pfiesteria. a fish-ldlling 
algae, badly hurt fisheries in the U.S. 
Chesapeake Bay area, costing an esti- 
mated $60 million. 

Epstein’s team at the Centre for 
Health and the Global Environment at 
Harvard Medical School first mapped 
severe weather events, then overlapped 
these with reports of disease outbreaks. 
There was a close match. 

“In Latin America extreme weather 
was associated with outbreaks of 
malaria, dengue fever and cholera,” the 
report says. “In Indonesia and sur- 
rounding island nations, delayed mon- 
soons — and the compounding effects 
of local farming practices — led to 
prolonged fires, widespread respiratory 
illness and significant loss of wildlife.” 


To make matters worse. La Nina — the 
cooling of the ocean surface that often 
follows an El Nino — brought more 
extreme weather starting in April, 
including flooding in Bangladesh and 
China, a cold wave across Europe in 
December and a destructive drought 
followed by flooding in Texas. 

Epstein thinks global wanning is 
making such weather patterns more 
extreme. “1 think it’s a combination of 
El Nino, La Nina and climate change .’’ 
he said. 

The effects of such weather can 
prove to be devastating. 

German Poveda, a hydrologist at 
Colombia’s National University in 
Medellin, referred to the El Nino- 
induced droughts in 1990 and 1991 
that brought the country’s hydropower 
Industry to a near halt, costing $1 bil- 
lion. “That's a lot for the Third World 
country," he said. 

Then La Nina brought heavy rains 
that damaged the delicate flowers on 
coffee trees. “We suffered tremendous 
losses,” Poveda said 

Luckily, scientists can now predict 
some of the effects. 

Ants Leetman, director of the climate 
prediction centre at the U.S. National 
Weather Service, said many were now 
forecast three to four months ahead of 
time. 

“El Nino forecasting is the first .step 
in terms of being able to forecast the 
climate,” he said. 


Return of the wolf divides Swiss 


By Jacques Boyer 

Alienee France Presse 

MORE THAN haff-a-century after the 
last animal was shot in Switzerland, the 
wolf is back, crossing the alpine frontier 
from Italy and provoking dissent between 
ecologists and sheep farmers. 

Few C. lupus has a problem, a taste for 
lamb, prompting mountain shepherds to 
look to their guns, even tlttugh under the 
Bern Convention which Switzerland has 
signed, wolves are a protected species. 

Wolves were reintroduced into Italy in 
1972. and now number some 450 in dial 
country. It was inevitable- that eventually 
individuals would find their way into 
Switzerland as they have into France. 

Rumours began to spread in die winter 
of 1995 in the Val Ferret, a valley of the 
southern Valais canton, after dozens of 
sheep -were savaged by an animal which 
shepherds alleged was a wolf. 

A drive was organised and a beast 
wounded, and though no body was found 
ecologists had little doubt that the formers 
were right 

Their suspicions were confirmed at the 
beginning of last month, when a wolf was 
found shot dead in another part of the 


Valais. And on Thursday a snow plough 
ran over a lone male blamed for lolling 
some 30 sheep in November and Decem- 
ber in the area of the Simplon pass which 
leads into Italy. 

A hunting inspector, Hans Joerg 
Blankenhom. said the wolf which died 
early Thursday was almost certainly the 
one that killed the sheep as well as sever- 
al deer and mountain goats. 

It was hit by a plough clearing snow cm 
the road between Italy and Switzerland 
after another plough in front managed to 
avoid the animal, said Narcisse Seppey, 
hunting manager for the Valais. 

Packs of wolves terrorising people hud- 
dled in their snowbound chalets remain a 
myth, however. “No one in the Valais 
need fear to go for a walk in the woods,” 
said Philippe Roch, head of the federal 
office for the environment, forests and the 
protection of the countryside. 

Roch, along with the Swiss-based 
Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF), 
would like to see wolves tolerated by the 
local people. “We don’t want to turn 
SwiEeriand into a zoo for carnivores, but 
we want to live with the woIC’ he said. 

Roch's department has put forward a 
series of measures in a bid to cool the 


anger of formers, including prompt and 
simpler steps to obtain compensation for 
sheep lost, greater use of dogs to guard 
flocks, and the culling of wolves which 
slaughter too many sheep. 

“We will give this protected predator 
the living space it needs and manage its 
existence so that damage caused to 
domestic animals is kept within accept- 
able limits,” Roch said. 

Farmers are less than convinced by the 
government measures, saying that to 
obtain compensation they have to prove a 
wolf is responsible, and it is difficult to 
protect small flocks scattered over the 
mountainsides. 

There is also a conflict of outlook: farm- 
ers say a wolf is a luxury they can ill 
affiant of no obvious use, whereas a 
sheep gives meat and wool , keeps the 
grass down and provides an income. 

The authorities, pleading for cohabita- 
tion between civilisation and nature red in 
tooth and claw, try to play down the 
wolfs depredations. 

“In Switzerland 20 to 30 people a year 
die from bee stings every year” Nardsse 
Seppey said. “Yet no one suggests that 
bees be wiped out” 


said ministries needed to come 
together to phase out two-stroke 
engines, upgrade the public trans- 
portation system for the city’s 
roughly 12 million people, plant 
more trees and choose cleaner fuels. 

“Controlling pollution... is not an 
isolated action." Pachauri said. 
“Banning leaded fuel is fine, but 
you still have to discourage people 
from mixing kerosene with diesel to 
cut fuel costs or it’s no use.” During 
the cold months of December and 
January, the pollution clings to the 
city. Combined with moisture, it 
turns the sky a brownish-grey and 
exacerbates the thick, white fog that 
always descends on New Delhi at 
this time of year. 

Poor visibility caused traffic acci- 
dents and threw train schedules 
awry in December. Northern Rail- 
ways. which operates trains in and 
out of New Delhi, was forced to 
open extra counters to cope with 


long queues of fuming passengers 
' demanding refunds. 

At the airport, the heavy fog and a 
rickety landing system grounded 
many people's holiday plans. 

But despite the health hazards and 
inconvenience, activists say there is 
little protest from the community at 
large. 

“More and more people are aware 
of air pollution now, - but when it 
comes to doing something about it, 
they back off,” says Iqbal Malik, 
leader of the non-governmental 
body Vatavam, which has set up 
rubbish bins across the city fo help 
keep it clean. . * . v 

Deepak Singh, proprietor of one 
of New Delhi’s few oxygerf bars, 
said it was also a matter of not 
knowing what to do! . ■ 

‘The city, government are not" 
doing anything and I am just offer- 
ing one solution ” said the owner of 
Life Care 02 Bar. 


For 200 rupees ($4.7). close to 
three times New Delhi's daily mini- 
mum wage, customers can snort 93- 
per cent pure oxygen for half an 
hour through plastic tubes inserted 
into their nostrils. - 

Since opening in August, about 
1,200 people, including those with 
respiratory problems, have done just 
that. 

Singh said he' hoped to raise 
awareness of the need for dean air 
by offering oxygen free of charge 
once a month to people unable to 
afford the sessions. 

/People don’t know what the 
alternatives are for the bad. polluted 
air and some don’t even know what 
clean air is.” “It won’t be until those 
living in slums start thinking about 
pollution and worrying about their 
lihalth that the people will have 
enough power to pressure the gov- 
ernment" he* said. . 
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Japan posts record $1 22.7b trade surplus 


TOKYO |R) — Japans 
‘.rjje surplus jumped *W pet- 
re nr to a record hiah of 
:. : .99 trillion yen I S 122.72 
■'Tlionj in 1998 and posted 
unexpectedly large 14.4 
per cent rise in December 
the weak domestic econ- 

• .ny caused imports to 
•-.amp. 

Economists say imports 
.• . aid well stay stuck in the 
..i ldrums. but the strong 
; -:n will help cap gains in 
surplus in coming 
months by making Japan- 
.■ se exports more expensive 
erseas. 

.‘apan's touchy surplus 

• :th the United States rose 

about a third in 1998 to 
~ 7 Q trillion yen — its 
chest level since 1987 — 
_r:d was up 23 per cent in 
T ecember alone. 

3ut the finance ministry 
aid the value of Japanese 
'reel exports to the United 
.States — a key trade fric- 
tion flash point — fell 20.8 
rer cent in December from 
± >ear earlier to 23.78 bri- 
r i on >en. The volume of 
those exports declined 14.9 
rer cent to 364.000 tonnes. 

U.S. steel companies 
have filed ami-dumping 
-aits against Japanese 


steelmakers as well as 
those from Brazil. South 
Korea and Russia, and 
some U.S. senators are 
backing legislation to make 
it easier to protect the 
industry from import 
surges. 

U.S. trade officials have 
said Japan needs to cut its 
steel exports to America 
sharply or face possible 
retaliation and that they 
would look at December's 
data to see if the trend was 
down. 

Deputy U.S. Trade Rep- 
resentative Richard Fisher 
told Reuiers here on Mon- 
day that Washington would 
look at the latest steel data 
“very closeiy" but thai it 
was too early to comment. 

“The numbers have come 
down, we are still looking 
at them and are interested 
to see the disaggregate of 
those numbers, which we 
don’t have.** Fisher told 
reporters after a three-hour 
meeting with Japanese 
trade officials. 

“It is now a matter of 
evaluating the numbers.” 
he said. 

Fisher is in Tokyo for a 
series of meetings on a long 
list of trade issues from 


apples and rice to insur- 
ance, steel, flat glass and 
auto parts. 

Earlier in the day. howev- 
er. Fisher said sectoral 
issues should not mute 
Washington's broader mes- 
sage that Japan needs to cm 
the red tape that is stran- 
gling growth to help get its 
economy out of a slump. 

“The key thing now is for 
Japan to lift itself out of the 
doldrums.” he told Reuters 
Television, adding that 
deregulation and restruc- 
turing were what “saved” 
the U.S. economy. 

“There will always be 
bilateral irritants. We are 
allies, we are friends. We 
need to resolve these issues 
and we vvtiL” he empha- 
sised. 

Japanese exports overall 
slipped a meagre 0.6 per 
cent but imports fell 10 J 
per cent in 1998. In 
December alone, exports 
fell by 12.2 per cent but 
imports fell faster, posting 
a 21.7 per cent drop for the 
month from December 
1997. 

“The yen is definitely 
hurling the export side. bin. 
even with the stronger yen. 
the weakness in the domes- 


tic economy is driving 
imports lower." said Ron 
Bevacqua. economist at 
Merrill Lynch. 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Masoru Hay ami told cen- 
tral bank branch managers 
on Monday that while the 
pace at which the economy 
was deteriorating had mod- 
erated due to higher public 
works spending, companies 
and households remained 
cautious and prices were 
weak. 

A finance ministry offi- 
cial said the pace of the rise 
in Japan's surplus would 
slow because exports to 
.Asian nations were unlike- 
ly to pick up drastically, 
while import volumes 
would rise in the medium 
term as economic stimulus 
steps boosted demand. 

Economists are more 
sceptical about improving 
imports but still see the sur- 
plus peaking and then stay- 
ing at high levels. 

“In Che next few- months 
the effect of the strong yen 
should start to hit and we 
will see it (the surplus) 
peaking out,” said Brian 
Rose, economist at War- 
burg Dillon Read in Tokyo. 

Worries that trade friction 


wiii flare as the U.S. trade 
deficit balloons to a record 
high this year has made 
currency markets jittery 
about a possible weakenin 
of the dollar. 

But the market reacted 
little lo the topic here on 
Monday. 

“I think the biggest rea- 
son for the lack of market 
reaction is that U_S. Trea- 
sury Secretary Robert 
Rubin has said be will not 
use the dollar as a political 
took” said one dealer. 

Many economists say 
Washington may be reluc- 
tant to push trade con- 
frontation too far. given 
that U.S. consumers and 
many companies benefit 
from cheap imports and 
that a big trade bust-up 
risks sending the dollar 
down sharply and upsetting 
Wall Srreet- 

“2 think it would be too 
destabilising, especially if 
the U.S. economy is strong, 
fr (trade spats) plays to 
some quarters politically 
bat it is not going to be the 
kind of national vote-getter 
that makes it attractive for 
an v candidate on either side 
to pursue as a mam policy 
priority.” Bevacqua said. 


Brazil tries to prevent post-devaluation price war 


5AO PAULO fR) — Brazil’s 
? -Gnomic ream battled Mon- 
:ay to try to prevent a sharp 
.-jrrency devaluation that is 
r iiing world financial mar- 
kets from setting off an ail- 
•at price war at home. 

While Finance Minister 
?cdro Maian nied to assure 


Brazilians that the country' is 
not returning to the days of 
hyperinflation, the new 
development minis ter 

worked to convince industry 
to hold out against the temp- 
tation to raise prices. 

“We have a strong commit- 
ment to preserv ing the pur- 


chasing power of the real and 
we are already adopting mea- 
sures ...to keep inflation 
under control.” Maian told 
Folha de S. Paulo in an inter- 
view. 

Maian reiterated forecasts 
of inflation “below 10 per 
cent” 


in 1999. 

The real once the cher- 
ished foundation of Brazil's 
four-an d-a-hal f-y ear eco- 
nomic stabilisation plan, lost 
30 per cent of its value by 
Friday, just a week after the 
central bank decided to let its 
currencv float fieelv against 
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the dollar. 

The real was trading at 1.72 
per dollar, but only after the 
state-owned Banco do Brasil 
intervened and sold dollars to 
keep the foreign exchange 
rate from taking an even 
deeper dive. 

The devaluation has failed 
so far to spark widespread 
inflation, but retailers are 
already’ complaining about 
higher prices from industry. 

Mamtfaaurers of televi- 
sions. kitchen appliances, 
stereos and other electronic 
goods have raised wholesale 
prices by as much as 30 per 
cent, according to O Globo 
daily. Snpennarkes are also 
awaiting a new price list 
from their suppliers, but 
warned they will boycott 
unreasonable price increases. 

Car makers Volkswagen 
and Fiat announced last week 
they will raise prices on their 
domestic models between 
1 .6 per cent and 5 per cent. 

In a bid to nip knee-jerk 
inflation in the bud. President 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso 
sent his new minister of 
development to Sao Paulo in 
search of informal price 
agreements. 

'The desire for personal 
gain could provoke a general 
loss for the country,” Minis- 
ter of Development. Industry 
and Trade Celso Lafer 
warned industry groups, O 
Estado de S. Paulo has 
reported. 
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Neo-liberal economics 
doomed — Castro 


HAVANA (AFP) — Cuba’s 
communist leader Fidel 
Castro has weighed into the 
debate over the global 
financial crisis, predicting 
the demise of neo-liberal 
economics. 

The communist leader 
said that neo-liberal theo- 
ries would soon be replaced 
by socialist and communist 
economic practices. 

And be predicted a new 
world economy based on 
“solidarity, socialism and 
communism” would 
emerge from the inevitable 


“profound and catastrophic 
crisis"' of the world's cur- 
rent economic models. 

The Cuban leader was 
speaking at the dose of a 
week-long meeting entitled 
“Globalisation and Devel- 
opment" attended by some 
500 economists from 
around tire world. 

Dressed in his traditional 
olive-green fatigues, Castro 
acknowledged he knew 
“almost nothing” about 
economics, but said one did 
not have to be a prophet to 
see globalisation was 


doomed. 

“You only need to know 
how to add, subtract, multi- 
ply and divide. What cWK 
dzen l eam in elementary 
school.” he said. 

“Nature and mankind 
have very little time” to 
prepare for the changes. 
Castro warned the econo- 
mists. 

All schools of economic 
thought were present at tire 
gathering, from neo-IiberaL 
ists to communists, induct- 
ing a representative of tire 
World Bank. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Grassy 
exnanse 
5 'Bom Free' 
lioness 
9 Wood for 
models 

14 Heart problem? . 

15 Excessively 
aad 

16 Particulars 

17 Dull, yellowish 
brown 

1 B Effiot or Frost 

19 Assemblage 

20 Motor City six 

23 Surefire shots 

24 Long, narrow 
inlet 

25 Hold your ! 

26 Dredging 
machine 

33 Japanese 
metropolis 

34 High time? 

35 Teachers' org. 

36 Alamo city five 

40 Easter item 

41 Spoken 

42 Martini garnish 

43 Anl 

46 Candidate Bsts 

47 Creative skffl 
43 French 

statesman 

Rene 

49 Music city 
eleven 

57 Ken and Lena 

58 Potter's oven- 

59 U.S. border 
lake 

50 SmaH land 
mass 

61 Perry's creator 

62 Record 

63 Lascivious 
looks 

64 Tear's partner? 

65 Stem's 
opposite 

DOWN 

1 Alan or Diane 

2 Pasture 
measure 

3 Huh? 

4 Lincoln's state 

5 Catches sight 

Of 


TMSPudes 0 adeem 



By Eugene R. Puffenbergcr 
Restoh, VA 


6 Plunders 

7 Complainant 

8 Johnson of 
‘Laugh-ln' 

S Ftooh-bah 
ID Of an entrance 

court 

11 City in Spain 

12 Complacent 

13 SmaH stakes 

21 Indian or Arctic 

22 Undbgging 
product 

25 Garden 
caterers 

26 Plairts tribe 

27 Rains 

28 'Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips' star 

29 Muddy the 
waters 

X Eskimo 

31 Effrontery 

32 Lets up 

34 'Sleepless in 
Seattle* 

director Ephron 

37 Horn sounds 

38 Conductor 
Georg 



Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 

VOua GWL,'- r V£ri.riOMc5£U- 
&NCEE SAiD ! LAST MIGHT— 
YOU COULD . |T £ 601*?* 

KISS h I BE 0IFR-RENT 
CnlV WHEN y TONiSKT — 

* STAR FELL?/'*— , YESSlR 


39 Short dramatic 
works 

44 Actress Blythe 

45 Whitecaps 

46 Oklahoman's 
nickname 

48 Roman temple 
sanctoary 

49 Hard work 


50 Ultimatum word 

51 Khartoum's 
river 

52 Givea bcasto 

53 Emerald Isle 

54 Part of QED 

55 Finished 
growing 

56 Appear to be 



THE BETTER HALF 



“This is your X-nay. These two 
cavities on top look especially haH 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to 
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Beat 


Areview of news from the Arabic Press 

JEDCO has ambitious 9 99 programme to 
promote Jordanian products in worid markets 


»* THE JORDAN Export Development 
and Commercial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) will organise seven fairs and 
exhibitions in a number of countries this 
year, said JEDCO Director General 
Farouq Hadidi in an interview with AJ 
Ra’i.. He mentioned a “second industrial 
fair" to be held in Gaza during Mav and 
the “first Jordanian week” to be held in 
Algeria during June. 

Moreover, there will be a “first industri- 
al fair" in Libya during September, a 
“third industrial fair” in Baghdad and a 
similar one in Cairo during October, a 
-second Jordanian week” in Washington 
and an “Arab fair for export develop- 
ment" that will be held in Geneva during 
November. _ 

Hadidi said JEDCO’s participation in 
general international fairs will be in con- 
junction with and supporting those that 
die corporation will be holding this year. 
He iiuucaied that JEDCO will participate 
in the fourth Arab-African fair in 
Dakar/Senegal during April and in the 
International Expo Fair in Sharjah during 
May. 

Other fairs in which JEDCO will partic- 
ipate this year are the International 
Damascus Fair in Syria in September, the 
International Tehran Fair in Iran during 
September and the Lagos International 
Fair in Nigeria in addition to other dis- 
plays in Bulgaria and Iraq. 

JEDCO will take part in three spe- 
cialised international fairs which Hadidi 
named to be Foodex for food industries in 
Tokyo during March, and also Anuga for 
food industries in Germany’s Cologne 
during October. The third one called Cebit 
will be for computers and will be held in 
Hannover in Germany. 


Hadidi announced that JEDCO will 
organise a number of trade missions to 
several countries during 1999. He said a 
delegation representing 30 local compa- 
nies will visit Yemen and another repre- 
senting 20 firms from construction sector 
and 18 textile Firms will visit the 
Palestinian territories. In addition trade 
missions will travel u> Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan. Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia. 
Kenya. South Africa, the United States. 
Brazil, Argentine and Chile. 

Furthermore. JEDCO will participate in 
four meetings during 1999 at Cyprus. 
Austria. Germany and Egypt with regard 
to the European-Mediterranean partner- 
ship. Hadidi said the corporation will also 
participate in meetings of Arab exporters 
and importers, especially the meeting in 
Tunis or Egypt concerning the textile sec- 
tor. the gathering in Amman to discuss 
pharmaceutical and chemical related 
issues and the meeting in Abu Dhabi con- 
cerning food industries. 

JEDCO will conduct several market 
studies this year. Hadidi said. The studies 
will cover the Scandinavian (Sweden and 
Norway; countries, the east European 
(Bulgaria and Latvia) slates, (he African 
(Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa) 
nations. Iran and Arab states (the United 
Arab Emirates. Libya and Algeria). 

Technical studies will be conducted on 
chemical industries (fertiliser, medicines 
and detergents) in addition to an evalua- 
tion study to determine the benefits 
gained by the companies which have 
obtained the ISO 9000 certificate and (he 
effect of that on exports. 

Finally, JEDCO will be studying the 
feasibility of setting up Jordanian com- 
mercial centres abroad (Al Ra'i). 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 1999 


By Undo. C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Around the middle of 
the day, you’ll come up with an absolutely brilliant plan. 
It could be so new it doesn't have a name yet. That’s 
because you’re inventing it as you go along. Necessity 
is the mother of invention, remember? Well, you guys 
needed to solve this problem, and you’re coming up 
with a unique solution. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20; You haven’t even 
thought about borrowing money, because you hate 
going into debt. You might want to reconsider. Someone 
in a position to make you a loan has been watching. He 
or she knows you're a good risk. The only question is 
how much do you want to borrow and how do you want 
to pay it back? 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21; A partner has a brilliant 
idea. This will help you achieve a goal you've been 
straggling with all week. You've been trying to get 
something to happen before the conditions were ready. 
Well they're ready now. Go ahead and act early this 
afternoon, when the opportunity presents itself. Be 
watching for it. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You'll have a lot of 
unexpected things popping up. Some of them will be 
new orders, which is nice. Others will be breakdowns. 
You might get a little edgy’ later in the day. not knowing 
what to expect next. If you go to work prepared for this, 
you'll be ahead of the game. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The problem you had yes- 
terday is starting to look ridiculously’ simple. It might 
even look funny. Thar's because you finally got the joke. 
Whatever you couldn’t see before has suddenly become 
visible. And that, of course, has made you a much wiser 
person. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You are nr rag to 
make sure everything gets done properly. That s your 
default position. You’re a natural quality-control inspec- 
tor, because you keep track of the little odds and ends 
and make sure it’s all done right. That’s your assign- 
ment, and it's going to be a challenge. You 11 do a great 
job. You always do. _ 

LEBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Chances are 
good (hat you won't get a straight answer to question 
you ask this morning. This person doesn't want you to 
know everything quite yet. It'll be to your advantage io 
do some digging on your own. Continue to ask ques- 
tions around the middle of the day and you 11 make a 
surprising discovery. ,, „ 

SCORPrO: (October 23 to November 21) This is a 
good day to buy things for the home. The problem is. 
you might be making a purchase because something j us 
broke. That’s likely to happen right around the nuaa 
of the day. Be careful then, if at all possible. If you have 
a dog in the house, that's the one to watch. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December -I) 
You’ve had a couple of tough days, but that shou d be 
Pretty well over by now. You're f«>| n S » 1 
You’re also learning a lot more quickly. Go ahead an 
make decisions now". You can trust your judgemen 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January A) li wote 
lie some new information will become aval * **.. 
middle of the day. That will get you going. Someth t 
fire might be required before you can have what you 
want. You want matters to be comp ete as the 
week ends. To make that happen, you re going to have 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February ^Youhke^to 
ree the humour in whatever is going on. but .0 me 
Pm forget You tend ro get serious becauseyou car s 
“luch that things mm out a certain a>. < ^ at 

foere’s something to be said for enjoying ■ 

Possibility to enter into your consciousness ■ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You by to * 

hie and calm, but it will definitely be u eh^lengc raJ y 

Things are not only looking diflM : than 

but they seem to be changing all the tune- e , ^ 

worry. Everything is probably afi S oin £ 

side up. 

Birlhslone of January: Garnet •— Rose Quartz 


National Bank 
of Kuwait 
posts record 
profit in 1998 

KUWAIT CITY i AFP) — The 
National Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK), the emirate’s laigesl 
bank in terms of assets, has 
announced a near nine per cent 
rise in profits in 1998. 

The commercial bank's prof- 
its rose 6.5 million dinars 
($2 1 J million), or 8.8 per cent, 
to 80 million dinars ($265 mil- 
lion) in 1998, Chairman 
Mohammad Abdul Rahman Al 
Baharsaid, without elaborating. 

Standard and Poor’s rating 
agency assigned NBK last 
month an "A-" long-term rul- 
ing, the highest in the Gulf. 

The agency cited NBK’* pre- 
eminent position in the Kuwaiti 
market as wdl as its good asset 
quality, strong capitalisation 
and consistent profitability as 
the main reasons for the rating. 

it said it expected the hank to 
remain profitable in the forscc- 
uble future. The bank lias also 
received the highest Gulf rat- 
ings from other agencies 
including Moody's and Capital 
Intelligence. 

NBK. founded in 1957, is the 
Gulfs sixth larges! bank and 
had S 13 billion of assets in inid- 
1998. 
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ELECTRIC POWER 

1.710 

1.790 
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iff&D ELECTRICITY 
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* 3.70% 

aCSaT - 

5.420 

wmr\r i 
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0.00% 


1.960 
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1.200 

0 00% 

SERVICES INDEX 

113.210 

point" 

+1.63% 
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3.720 

3.800 

+ 2.15% 



2.160 

- 4.85% 

ARAB POTASH 


4.14b 
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10.530 

11.050 

f 5.03% 


1.080 

1.120 
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■ri — i 

57550 

♦ 4 72% 


3.000 

3.150 

♦ 5.00% 


■■ami 

1^00 

+ 5.26% 

MB 

•1.240 

1.260 

♦ 1 61% 


5 Mf) 

- 5.730 

- 4 95% 



o.sYo" 

0.960 

- 3 64% 
0 00% 


1.900 

1.950 

+ 2.63% 


0.410 

0.410 

0 00% 

[NFL IND 

0.360 

0.360 

000% 

IpEtro - Chemical 

0.330 

0.350 

♦ 6 06% 

I chemical & veceTabC 

1.020 

1.040 

+ 1.96% 

1 Universal chemical 

1.000 

i.bsb 

+ 5.00% 

ITi i : 1 ■ 

0.640 

0.670 

+ 4 69% 
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+ 526% 

t't :iv- 5T4fiT*7 ;1 J! LI ; 

1.290 

1.350 

+ 4.65% 

1 d 

■rr^i 

1.300 

0 00% 
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0.700 

0.740 

♦ 5.71% 


0.450 

0.470 

+ 4.44% 
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0.630 

0.630 

0.00% 
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+ 2.86% 

INDUSTRY INDEX 
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ADVANCED PHAR 
MEDICAL APPLIANCES 
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0.5*0 
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0 . 00 % 
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0.400 
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GRAND INDEX 


181.55 
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+1.09% 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN WESTEHN SHME1SANI 

1) Aroa: 320 aq.m.. second floor. Consists at 3 bedroom*, 

2 bathrooms, gusst room, spacious living room, varsnda, Indapandsm central 
healing, I otophone, maid's room, modem equipped kitchen and luxurious fuml- 
turo. 

Annual Rant; JD6.000. 

2) Area: 90 sq.m., flrat floor. Cor gists ot 2 bedrooms, dining room and sitting 
room, bathroom, tuMy furnished Utchen, telephone, separate central iMnttnq. 
water well, private garage, lift and extra outside door. 

Annual Rent: JD3.000. 

Please call between 4:00-8:00 p-m. 

Tel.: 5665711. 5679676 - Mobile: 079-523459 


WANTED DOMESTIC HELPER 


A Jordanian family of four persons is 
seeking domestic 
Filipina or Sri Lankan helpe 
(live-in) with good 
command of English language. 


Location: Jabal Al Weibdeh 
Tel.: 4631301/2 


Kuwait seeks support 
for foreign oil role 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is 

mine out iteuiiLs with foreign 
• >il majors for investment* 
worth about S? billion in its 
Mute-controlled oil sector 
while cautiously securing 
il« dnestic support for ibe con- 
troversial change in policy. 

"This is a phased pnvtsa 
■i:id we could reach the next 
■ >el of pre-quaJityijig inicr- 
-•'ljJ firms in months while 
liie stale seeks political support 
i'ir iLs plan." one Western oil 
industry executive told 
Reuters. 

In a policy switch after fully 
nationalising the domestic oil 
industry in 19. SO, Kuwait 
Necks to open fields in the 
north and west to oil majors as 
p-in of a plan to raise oil pro- 
duction capacity in die next 
century by one million barrels 
jvr day (bpd) from a current 
13 million bpd. 

Hie move faces resistance 
from some members of the 
elected parliament who fear it 
could violate the country's 
constitution which baits for- 
eign ownership of natural 
resources. 

Some members ol' parlia- 


ment tMPsy have presented a 
draft law aimed at controlling 
the opening of upstream mi 
operations, or oil exploration 
and production, to foreign 
firms. 

'Technocrats (rum the 
Kuwaiti side and the world oil 
majors are talking about 
details and the Kuwaiti model 
is very sensible, ottering com- 
mercial terms to the majors 
while being consistent with 
the constitution," the industry 
executive said. 

“1 think they have a solution 
to keep ali parties happy and 
the devil is in the detail. Now 
they arc w orking on domestic 
support" while they discuss 
the project with the majors. 

The plan offers majors cash 
incentives for every barrel of 
oil produced and a higher 
rew-arol for production beyond 
current levels, but exact prices 
have nut yet to be agreed. 

Western oil executives say 
firms are still interested 
despite w idening dehatc in the 
country and doubts voiced by 
influential MP.v 

Kuwait Chi Minister Saud 
Nasser A! Sabah, trying to win 


public and parliamentary sup- 
port, said oil majors could 
invest more than $7 billion in 
northern oilfields to double 
their output to 900.000 barrels 
per day. 

He did not give a price tag 
for the second stage of the plan 
to on’er fields in the west of 
Kuwait, but said technolgv 
held by the majors was crucial 
to meet production opacity 
urgeLs. 

Sheikh Saud has urged crit- 
ics to stop bickering and accel- 
erate the decision- making 
process before majors los: 
interest and look their invest- 
ments elsewhere, stress! ng that 
Kuwait's low production 
costs, around S 1 a barrel, made 
it a very attractive investment 
destination. 

Following talks in Kuwait. 
Royal Duicli/ShcU Group 
Managing Director Mark 
Moody-Stuan gave the 
Kuwaiti approach high marks. 

He told Reuter, in an inter- 
view he was confident an 
accord could be reached after 
the parties concerned studied 
the plan and its benefits for all 
sides. 








On the occasion of the 
Republic Day of India 
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Indo-Jordan Chemicals Company Ltd. 

(A Joint Venture of SPLC-india & JPMC-Jordan) 

CONVEYS ITS FELICITATIONS AND CORDIAL WISHES 
TO THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace^ 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


WE DEFINE 



If At Amra Hotel 

Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/1 070530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour fftm 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

• Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmefsarti - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


IfowL yletet *?k rfmmax 



Quality Servi ce d Sidte« 

★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax; 5674551 

e-mail : crystal & go.com.jo 


LI 


^ FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
3 and Apartments 


SflNflBEL 


r. 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
TsL 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 




5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


10 IE 


5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 





Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
dinner.: foOp.m. - 1 L30 p.m. 

» German coffee and c.ikes served all day 

Swdfich - Al Hamra Sum Tel: 5819730 / 5»W«1 1 
PO Box 6555. Amman- 1 111b Jordan 


r 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 
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Recreation Center 

The ultimate Pools 
and Spa in Amman. 
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Sports 


Agassi out; Graf, Seles, Hingis, Pierce reach quarters 
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Andre Agassi of the United States waves farewell to the crowd as he leaves centre court' 
after his fourth round loss to compatriot Vincent Spadea at the Australian Open in 
Melbourne January 25. Spadea won in four sets 6-1 7-5 6-7 6-3. (Reuters photo) 


MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — Vincent Spadea 
dumped listless fellow- 
American Andre Agassi 
out of the Australian Open 
on Monday, robbing the 
men’s draw of its last 
glamour player. 

While die men’s compe- 
tition has lost its luster, the 
women set up some 
sparkling quarterfinal 
clashes, including 

Tuesday’s battle between 
No.l Lindsay Davenport 
and No. 5 Venus W illiam s 
and a reunion of Monica 
Seles and Steffi Graf six 
years after their last 
match. 

Agassi hadn’t lost a set 
in reaching the fourth 
round but was in trouble 
from the start as the 24- 
v ear-old Spadea won 6- 1, 
7-5, 6-7 (3-7), 6-3. 

“I certainly didn't feel 
good out there,” Agassi 
said. “I felt way out of my 
rhythm. Grand Slams are 
an opportunity to do 
something great and it's 
always disappointing 
when you lcfce.” With No. 

5 seed Agassi gone, the 
men's draw lacks stars and 
seeds, with only three 
seeds through to the last 
eight. 

Spadea, who beat Agassi 
the last time they played in 
Cincinnati last year, 
looked like a mirror-image 
of his older, rival. They 
both have two-fisted back- 
hands, play mostly from 
the baseline, and lake the 
ball early, trymg to move 
opponents around. Spadea 
had ■ the edge in every 
department, and Agassi 
seemed out of sorts all the 
way. 

“1 guess it’s the biggest 
accomplishment to date,” 
said Spadea, who admitted 
Agassi had been a role 
mode! for him. 

No. 7-ranked Slovakian 
Karol Kucera is the high- 
est ranked player still in . 
the draw while . Russian 


No. 10 Yevgeny Spadea will play 
Kafelnikov, the 1996 Germany's Tommy Haas 
French Open champion, is in the quarters after his 6- 
the only man left with a 2. 6-3. 7-5 win over 
Grand Slam title. Fabrice Santoro. 


American No. 15 seed 
Todd Martin will meet 
Kafelnikov in the only 
quarterfinal between two 
seeded players. Martin 
beat Zimbabwe’s Wayne 
Black 7-6 (7-3). 6-4. 6-4 
in their fourth-round 
match while Kafelnikov 
had to battle all the way 
against No. 53-ranked 
Romanian Andrei Pavel. 

Kafelnikov was two sets 
up and then served for the 
match at 5-3 in the fifth 
before he was broken. He 
then broke back immedi- 
ately to end the match 
after three hours, 33 min- 
utes. 

Four-time winners Graf 
and Seles stayed fresh for 
their sentimental quarterfi- 
nal showdown by wi nnin g 
fourth round matches wife 
ridiculous ease. 

No. 7 Mary Pierce set up 
a meeting wife No. 2 
Martina Hingis by ending 
Anna Koumikova’s misery 
6-0. 6-4 Monday night. 

Seles and Graf, former 
No.l players, had virtual 
training sessions on 
Center Court. They both 
won in 47 minutes, and 
left plenty in the t ank for 
their 15fe career clash on 
Wednesday. 

No.. 2-ranked Hingis got 
a tough workout** from 
South African Amanda 
Coetzer before winning 6- 
3. 6-7 (4-7), 6-1. Hingis 
struggled wife fee heat 
and took a 10-minute 
break, allowed under fee 
rules, when fee tempera- 
ture topped 28 C (82 F). 

"'I had pretty much con- 
trol of the match fee whole 
time but she just ran forev- 
er. I had to run her to 
death," said Hingis. 

Graf and Seles are both 
oh the way back towards 
the summit after dominat- 
ing the game in fee late 
IfTSOs and early 90s. 

“Both of us started play- 
ing again because we love 
it,” Seles said. “I think we 
both want challenges like 
we’ll have on Wednesday.” 


. Graf has released herself 
from internal pressure this 
year in a comeback after a 
string of serious injuries, 
and Austrian Barbara 
Schett failed to put her 
under any external stress. 

“I’m still as hungry as 
five years ago or 10 years 
ago. The joy and freshness 
for the sport are still very 
much there,” Graf said 
“The little difference is 
feat I’ve have had a lot of 
injuries and had to come 
' back quite a few times and 
I'm maybe taking things 
jusr a little bit easier.” 
Graf, a winner of 21 
Grand Slam titles, had 
everything easy Monday, 
finishing fee match 6-1,6- 
I in jusf47 minutes. 

Seles extended her 
unbeaten streak to 32 
matches at the Australian 
Open with a 6-0. 6-3 win 
over Sandrine Testud of 
France. 

After struggling through 
a third-round victory over 
Sabine Appelmans. Seles 
got her discipline and 
power back Monday, end- 
ing the match wife a 
crunching forehand down 
fee line. 

Graf holds a 9-4 lead 
over Seles in a rivalry 
which includes six final’s 
at Grand Slam level. They 
are 3-3 in those matches 
after Seles won their last 
Australian Open clash in 
1993. 

“I look forward to it," 
Seles said of Wednesday's 
match. 

“Steffi is just ' playing 
some great tennis and I 
haven’t beaten her in a 
long time." Seles, seeded 
sixth, has never dropped a 
match at fee tournament in 
winning the 1991. ‘92. ‘93 
and ‘96 titles. Graf, seeded 
10th. won in 1989. ‘90, 
91, and ‘94. 



Vincent Spadea of fee USA hits fee ball for a return to compatriot Andre Agassi during 
their round -of- 16 match at fee 1999- Australian Open in Melbourne January 25. Spadea . 
upset fee fifth seeded Agassi 6-l / 7-5,6-7(3) / 6-3 (AFP photo) 


Kournikova’s exit leaves fans heartbroken 



Tenth seeded Steffi Graf of Germany hits a backhand return to Barbara Schett of Austria dur- 
ing their round-of-16 -match at the 199 9 Australian Open in Melbourne 25 Jan. Former World 
No. 1 Graf won in straight sets 6-1, 6-1 to advance to fee quarter finals (AFP photo) 


MELBOURNE (AFP) — She might 
be young and beautiful but she's out of 
the Australian Open. 

Russian starlet Anna Kournilova left 
her fans heartbroken here Monday, 
meekly surrendering to France's Mary 
Pierce 6-0, 6-4 in their fourth round 
centre court clash. 

But she took with her the adulation 
of fee Australian public and was 
upbeat about her Grand Slam experi- 
ence despite a suspect serve feat left 
seasoned tennis watchers gasping in 
horror. 

“I’m very happy wife my perfor- 
mance here,” she said. *Tm progressr 
mg well and have done everything my 
coach and E discussed. 

“I haven’t felt any pressure. Pm 
completely confident about my serve. 
I'm feeling great about it.” 

After serving an Australian Open 
record 31 double faults in her second 
round win over Japan's Miho Saeki, 
fee 1 7-year-old has worked hard on the 
practice courts and restricted it to just 
five against Pierce. 

But her grounds hots let her down. 
The French seventh seed won fee 
first nine games in only 19 minutes 
before Koumikova, fee 12th seed, 
called for the trainer, complaining of 
pain in her right shoulder. 

She continued after some massage 
and held serve for fee first time in fee 
match and then broke Pierce. 

More treatment followed before she 
held serve again and then broke fee 
French tennis diva again to get back to 
4-5, bringing renewed hope for her 
subdued supporters. 

But Pierce was too strong, clinching 
victory in 65 minutes to secure a quai> 
ter-final with second seed Martina 
Hingis. 

Koumikova said the shoulder was 
just sore and not serious. 

“I've served so much in fee last cou- 
ple of weeks. It's just very sore and 
there's no major damage.” she said. 

Pierce said she was happy with her 
game. 

“I didn’t really have to do anything 
special,” she said. “I didn’t think Anna 
was playing well, it was pretty easy. I 
was just playing solid tennis, hitting 
good serves, making my returns, just 
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Anna Koumikova of Russia hits a double-handed return to seventh seeded 
Mary Pierce of France during their round-of-16 match at the 1999 Australian 
Open in Melbourne January 25. Pierce advanced to fee quarterfinals with a 
6-0, 6-4 win (AFP photo) M 


playing well from fee baseline”. 

. She said Koumikova had a. bright 
future and told her to work hard and 
forget about fee pressure. 

“I know it’s difficult, everybody goes 
through that at one point in their 
career. I remember when I did,” she 
said. 

“You just have to forget about feat 
and just work hard. There’s no secrets. 
Jusr s weat a little bit, just get down and 
get dirty and fight for every point. She 


/ CINEMA TEL:463-4 144 

PHILADELPHIA 'X 

^ 

Bruce Willis .. in 

MERCURY 

RISING 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30, 6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 


CINEMA 


TEL^Ww-4144 


CINEMA 


TEL: 5699238 


TEL367742Q 


PHILADELPHIA 


Adel Imam.' Wafa 'Amer & 
Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TBA # AL WAZIR 

Shows: 10:30. 8:30,6:15, 
3:30, 12:30 


PLAZA 

•— • 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


CONCORDE 


Adelimam, Wafa' Amer & 
• Kamal Shinawi .. in 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 12:30, 2-JO, 6:30, 
8:30, 10J0 


CINEMA TEL-^954793 

GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN . 
WMV.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Mel Gibson .. in 


LETHAL WEAPON -4 


Shows: 6:15, SJ0, 10:45 


CINEMA . 


TELJ934793 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN ^ ~ 
www.cns. com . jo/Galleria 

One of Walt Disney V 
best movies 

MXJLAN 


Shows: 6:15, SJ0. 10J0 


has got a great talent and she’s going to - 
be a great player.” 

Koumikova tipped Hingis to beat 
Pierce, as she did at the same stage 
here last year, bat the French No. 1, 
wife a 5-4 record over the Swiss I8r 
y ear-old, has other ideas. 

“We always have tough matches and 
it’s always exciting. My power is my 
strength and just being aggressive and. 
staying on top of her, not letting her 
take charge of the points.” 
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Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Japan investigates Nagano 
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»t Andre Agassi die 
me January 25.5 jbL 


broken 


TOKV^AFP) — A Japanese 
Ob'nipi^Coniiruiiee (JQC) inquiry 
vrill iir^tigaic the 1998 Nagano 
iVinle^Sames, officials announced 
Moral# as the city’s mayor admitted 
^meixeesses in iis Olympic bid. 

general Vushiro Yagi, 
vnhoisrotiead the force, said the ream 
would son investigations as scum as 
p 0SS ibfe i: Kyodo News Service report- 
ed. - . 

“First of all. I’d like to know if the 
reports about the questionable acts by 
ihe Nagano bidding committee are 
(r ue or not Priority will be given to 
confirming such hard facts" Yagi 
aid. 

The inquiry will look into allega- 
tions of questionable wining-und-din- 
inn. favours and gifts lavished on 
oFympic officials as Nagano battled 
forth* Comes. 

Tetsuo Oyama. in charge of interna- 
tional affairs at Japanese Olympic 
Committee, told AFP the task force 
would investigate on behalf of the 
International Olympic Committee 

nog. : " 

Nagano’s mayor earlier admitted 
the Olympic bid had strayed off line. 

"As I review the matter now. I think 
there was some excess," said Mayor 
Tasofcu Tsukuda, a day after the IOC 
recommended expelling six IOC 

members over a corruption scandal. 

"We acted honourably in keeping 
with norms of international good- 
will,'’ he cold a news conference. 

“Some people wanted to make side 
trips to Kyoto," he said. “There was 
an atmosphere in which we found it 
hard to decline requests from IOC 
members. As I remember now', there 
was room for bidding to escalate.’’ 

Nagano Governor Goro Yoshimura 
said the buying of votes for the Salt 
Lake' City 2002 Winter Games and 
the resulting expulsions were “regret- 
table.*’ 

But Yoshimura said he had not 
"sensed anything corruptible” about 
IOC guests in Nagano. “Salt Lake 


City' has said it copied Nagano. Bui I 
don’t believe there was any miscon- 
duct in Nagano.” he said. 

Ol the six IOC officials to be 
expelled, tour were known in have 
visited Nagano before the vole. 

The IOC decided at a special meet- 
ing in Lausanne 10 send letters 10 
cities which had campaigned to host 
the Olympics, asking whether they 
w ere approached for favours or gjw 
inducements. 

IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch told a news conference 
there: “What we have with Nagano 
thus far is just rumours. When we 
have some facts, we can beein our 
investigation.” 

But the Salt Lake City scandal has 
also shed new light on how 
Samaranch was treated in Nagano 
with expensive gifts, including a 
Japanese Samurai sword and a fine 
painting each valued over the IOC 
limit of $200 Nagano officials said 
they were private gifts. 

Fury has erupted in Japan over 
claims by Nagano bidders that the 
accounts for their two billion yen 
tSl7.7 million spending were burned 
in I99J after they beat Salt Lake City 
by a 46-42 vole to win the 1998 
Games. 

They wined and dined 62 of the 94 
IOC members when they travelled 
first-class, some accompanied by 
wives, to the Japanese Alps region in 
the run-up to the 1991 vote. 

The visitors were lodged in top 
hotels in Nagano. Tokyo and Kyoto, 
entertained with geisha girls and 
flown in helicopters, according to 
media reports. 

The bid committee footed the bill 
estimated at some two million yen 
(Si 7,700 per head. 

Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi said 
he hoped the IOC decision would 
bring back the "spirit of modem 
Olympics” and cause no harm to a bid 
by the Japanese city of Osaka for the 
2008 Summer Games. 


Winfield Williams drivers Ralf Schumacher of Germany 0_> and Italian Alex Zanardi 
pose for photographers at a photo calf arranged in Barcelona 25 Jan. to show off the new 
FW21 car ahead of this year's Formula 1 World Chamionship (AFP photo) 

Williams launch 
new car 


Mayor Tasuku Tsukada of Nagano wipes his face during a news conference 
in Nagano January 25. Tsukada defended his city to be free of any wrongdo- 
ing in the Olympic bribery scandal and said he will make public any future 
investigations it were to conduct on the scandal (Reuters photo) 


A group of live Nagano residents 
plans to file a lawsuit on Tuesday to 
demand the return of S3fi million yen 
($7.4 million) of taxpayers money 
which went into the bidding expens- 
es. 

“We assume lhai the official subsi- 
dies were spent for such illegal pur- 
poses as excessive entertainment and 
suspected vote-buying." said Kaoru 


Iwata, (he leader of the group. "The 
burning of (he account book itself 
backs ihe suspicion.” 

Sumika/u Yamaguchi. a former 
external affairs chief of the bid com- 
mittee. has told the press he ordered 
die incineration as “there was no 
space for storage.” He said such 
records could be "embura-ssing” to 
some IOC members. 


BARCELONA. Spain i AFt* • — K-micr 
world coiiMruchuV Oiujjipion' VV;;.':a.*r.% ,>n 
.Monday launched the new ear the’, hope w:l! 
help catapult the team back :o the tup of 
Formula One and insisted ihc> would top the 
podium this season. 

The Williams team — despite beginning the 
last campaign as reigning constructors’ cham- 
pions and with the world champtu:: Jrher 
Jacques Villeneu\e as load dn\er — failed to 
score a victory fur the first time in 10 years. 

But new drivers Ralf Schumacher and Alev 
Zanardi have high hopes for the 1999 model 
as they prepare to challenge reigning champi- 
ons McLaren and runners-up Fenan. who 
dominated last y ear. 

Team founder Frank Williams said: "We 
will be competitive this season. We will prob- 
ably win Grands Prix. The Supertec engine 
has developed." 

The team’s technical director Patrick Head 
was equally confident. Head said: "On fast 
circuits we might still be 20 or 30 horsepow- 
er short but. anyway, it will be no excuse if 
we fail to win this year.” 


Schumacher was -.lightly more cagey, say- 
ing' “ll has the advantage ul being reliable, 
but it locks power. We have a reasonable 
chance ol vv inning races.” 

Williams insisted the team had banished 
niemuno of its annus horri bills, insisting: 
"This team still has plenty of confidence. We 
are hulking forward for a new opportunity 
and an exciting season. This is the first time 1 
have seen the car complete and it looks very 
impressive. 

“We are very optimistic about its chances 
but we will have ib wait and sec throughout 
this week and the rest of the season." 

The new car’s nose has been compared by 
some to i hat of die new world champions. 
McLaren- Mercedes, but development direc- 
tor Gavin Fisher explained: ’TTie ears look 
alike much more this year. With the rules hav- 
ing changed little, the constructors have opti- 
mised the most effective solutions." 

Williams will test the car for the remainder 
of the week at the Catalunya circuit as they 
prepare for the season-opening Australian 
Grand Prix in Melbourne on March 7. 
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SOUTHAMPTON. England 
( AFP) — Yugoslav World Cup 
suit Slobodan Kumijcnovic on 
Monday began a one-week 
trial with English Premiership 
straggler Southampton. 

The 28-year-old delender, 
valued at 2.5 million pounds, 
will be trying to impress Saints 
manager Dave Jones with a 
view jo clinching a permanent 
move front struggling German 
side MSV Duisburg. 

Jones has been given a 6 mil- 
lion pound budget to save 
Saints from relegation and is 
desperate lo bolster his 
defence following die humili- 
ating 7-1 defeat at Liverpool 


■ earlier this month. 

"We're working hard lo 
bring in new players and I’ve 
just been given some prices." 
said Jones, who faces competi- 
tion from relegation rivals 
Nottingham Forest for 
Komljenovic. 

"Now we have to see if we 
can aflbnJ (heir wages bciore 
we go in with a proper bid." 

Komljenovic is oul of con- 
tract at Duisburg ai the end of 
live season. He emerged as one 
of Yugoslavia's star players 
during last year's World Cup 
finals, scoring (wo goals as he 
helped his side reach ihe last 
16. 


BOLOGNA. Italy (APj — 
Michael Olowokandi. the No. 
1 pick in the NBA draft, was 
released from his contract 
with lialiun League club 
Kinder Bologna on Monday, 
freeing him to join the Lox 
Angeles Clippers. 

The 7-fboi-l i2.I6 metre i 
centre arrived in Italy three 
weeks ago. signing wiih 
Kinder about 24 hours before 
the NBA and its players struck 
a deal to end the lockout. 

The deal bed Olowokandi. 
23. to Kinder until Feb. 1 5. but 
a club source said Kinder 
decided to let him go now to 
save money and because he 
ha** failed to make the expect- 


ed impact. 

Olowokandi appeared in six • 
games with Kinder averaging ' 
7.7 piaints and 5.8 rebounds. 

Hampered by tendinitis in 
his right knee, he played just 
five minutes Sunday in 
Kinder's S4-b7 home victory 
over first-place Varese. 

Initial attempts to reach 
Olowokandi in Bologna were 
unsuccessful. In an interview 
earlier this month, the Pacific 
University product was glum 
about his first taste of pro bas- 
ketball. 

"I’m not here to force any- 
thing down anybody’s throat." 
Olowokandi 'aid at die lime, 
"but usually when you’re the 


tup pick, they build a team 
•around you. they start from 
'.scratch. Over here,. _. their 
‘ actions, the plays being drawn 
up. are not indicative of me 
being a top pick." 

At Pacific in Stockton. 
California. Glow okandi s 
averages went from 4.0 points. 
3.4 rebounds and 1.32 blocks 
in his first season to 22.2. 1 1.2 
and 2.8$ in his third and last 
year, prompting the Clippers 
to take him with the fitM over- 
all pick in June's draft. 
Including his stint in Italy he 
has played S3 games of organ- 
ised basketball. 

The shortened NBA season 
will open FeK 5. 




Defender Qeto Polonia (LJ of 
tuingtfreix Serie A match in 


Piacenza clash with Portuguese Sergio Conceicao of Lazio 
Rome 24 Jan. Lazio won 4-1 (AFP photo) 


’AFP) — Holders 
Lazio may be- only 90 min- 
iutes away from a place in 
Ws/sfeason’s Italian Cup 
mi-finals, bui first they 
to face goal -crazy 
mef Milan ar San Siro. 

All the top clubs in Italy 
jJ** reached the last eight. 
0 some could face an 

*.ch ^^iiiu^'A'eek’s quarter-final sec- 
' the -i 1 '"’ ond-leg matches after 

.making a hash of their 
_ Opening games. 

^ ..League leaders 

: Batina have to over- 
a 3-2 defeat to second 
j-.a ^ J fr^ t . t v v ' s ‘ on Atalanta. reigning 
r * r jli: ^mpions Juventus will 
l* 3 * 2-J down against 
' iJ--*, ^Bologna anc | high-flying 

" , ‘ ''X ?Parn,a ^ to Udinese. 
: ' m ‘ ! y'/i.*^ Lazi 0i now second in the 

* J N' 1 '-' % S A after seven straight 
■; N j: - - [‘Clones, managed to beat 
v , : 2-1 at the Olympic 

‘ in the first leg. 

1 , w ‘di the away goals 
^ in operation. Inter 
" . r ^ only a narrow 1-0 
victory to creep into 
5 last four and on 
Sunday they rested 
jAOnaido with the aim of 
t j IQ S just that. 

-h * ./ ‘wer hope to welcome 

l ^ ^ . f ^ Brazilian ace. but 

#0** ^ almost certain to be 

p,e Without Chilean striker 

lV ^» Zamorano, who has 
a thigh muscle, 
place in a team who 
lave scored no fewer than 
goals in their last three 
lonie games may go to 


Nicola Ventola. 

Inter president Massimo 
Moratti. who watched 
Sunday’s 5-1 win over 
Cagliari, said: “We re 

determined to put on a 
aood show against Lazio. 

*■ “it’s an important match 
and I just hope the players 
show the same level ol 
commitmenr as 1 hey did 
against Cagliari. 

Lazio coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson dismissed specu- 
lation that his team are not 
really interested in the 
Italian Cup. given their 
place in the Serie A and 
the European Cup Winners 
Cup quarter-finals. 

‘is that what people ye 
saving?” asked the Swede. 
**V&elf it's certainly not the 
wav I see ii. I’ll go and 
play myself if l have to- _ 

*Tm not going to take it 
easy, but obviously il 
some of the players are 
tired thev could be rested. 

Inter will be hoping 
Eriksson rests Marcelo 
Salas, the Chilean striker 
who knocked in boih goals 
against them in Rome and 
who also scored one and 
made another in Sunday 
4_1 rout of Piacenza.^ 

Free-kick expert Simsa 
Mihajlovic, who increased 
his tally of dead-ball sue- 

cesses M IS ™ Su "^; 
wamed: “I don [ want to 
ease up. not even in (he 

,l “l?s going to be a tough 
game against Inter but 


we’ve got a lead and it's 
up to us to take advantage 
of it. This team mustn’t 
stop now." 

Fiorentina are still in 
fine form and ought to 
have no problem overturn- 
ing their surprise defeat in 
Bergamo. where the 
league leaders were suck- 
ered by a goal in the clos- 
ing minutes. 

Juventus clocked up a 
rare victory on Sunday but 
will struggle against a 
tough Bologna side who 
have a one-goal lead, 
home advantage and the 
certainly that this competi- 
tion means more to them 
than it does to Juventus. 

Marcello Lippi’s men 
had been leading with 
barely 15 minutes to go in 
the first leg in Turin bciore 
conceding an equaliser 
and then a 90th-mimiie 
penally driven home by 
Swedish midfielder KIus 
lnge&son. 

The decisive move could 
be whether Lippi decide-, 
to field his new French 
striker. Thierry Henry, 
who made a promising 
debut on Sunday and who 
would doubtless benefit 
from playing more. 

Parma, like Inter, need 
only a 1-0 win at home lo 
reach the last four, but w ill 
have to rum in a better per- 
formance against Udinese 
than they did in last week- 
end’s miserable 0-0 draw 
at Vicenza. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2nd floor. Conists of 3 bedrooms, dining room, living room, 
bathroom. New furniture, telephone, independent central 
heating, satellite, fully equipped kitchen. 

Located in Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle - behind Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs - Samir Rifa'I Street - Slock No. 53. 

Please call Tel.: 4641340 
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. and 3:00-6:00 p.m. 


For Sale or Partnership under 
accepted terms: 

Oue to lack of professional experience and time 
constraints, a travel and tourist company, located in 
Jabal Amman, 2nd Circle, is offered for sale or 
partnership. The office has been operating well 
since 1 986. It has a subscription to Galilee and 
BSP ticketing. All services available. 

For those who are really interested pis call 
Tel.: 4648343. Fax 4614620. 


jobVacancy 


Sales and Marketing Manager 

Qualifications: 

• 5 or more years experience. 

• Experienced in retail sales. 

- Technical background preferred. 

• MBA from European or an 
American University preferred. 

• Excellent command of the English and 
the Arabic languages. 

• Excellent Computer skills. 


Applicants should send 
their CV to: 

General Manager, Megalech 
PO Box 7474 
Amman 11118 Jordan 


A Leading Bank in Qatar requires 
the following IT Personnel 


Database Administrator 

Minimum Experience : 3 years 

Knowledge & Experience in 

■ Designing and normalization of relational databases 

• Data modelling {company wide) 

• Establishing database design and standards 

• Understanding of ORACLE and SQL- Server 

• Loading maintenance and tuning of relational database 

■ Building Triggers, views and procedures 

• Programming using SQL 

• Creating and enforcing RDBMS Security and integrity rules 

• Authorizing access to data 

Minimum Education 

• B.Sc. in Computer Science or Computer Engineering 


System Analyst 


DahIf You* Srssp. 


Minimum Experience : 3 years in 

• MS Access 

• Visual Basic 

• ORACLE Developer 2000 

• ODBC 

• Relational Databases 

Knowledge in programming under the following systems 

• Windows for Workgroup 

■ Windows 95 

• Windows NT 

Preferred Experience in 

• Internet Applications using 

■ HTML, JAVA ond Microsoft front page 

• Project Management 

Minimum Education 

• University Degree in Computer Science or related field 


Fluent in written and spoken English 


Candidates should send CV, copies of certificates 
and passport size photograph to: 

Ref: IT, P.O. Box 379 7 , Doha, Qatar. 
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Mordechai to stand for 
Israeli prime minister 

New centrist party a ‘coalition of 
frustrated closet leftists’ — PM 


TEL AVIV ( AFP.) — Sacked 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai officially 
announced Monday that he 
will stand for prime minister in 
May s election as leader of a 
new centrist party. 

‘This new team will lead us 
along a new path. Our priority 
is the unity- of the people.” 
Mordechai told a news confer- 
ence. 

He was flanked by former 
.Army Chief of Staff Amnon 
Lipkin-Shahak. who has been 
named deputy leader of the 
party, former Finance Minister 
Dan Men dor and former Tel 
Aviv Mayor Roni Milo. 

Mordechai. Mender and 
Milo have all left the Likud 
Part}- of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to form 
the new grouping, whose name 
has not yet been announced. 

Mordechai gave few details 
of h Is electoral platform, but 
said “teams have been given 
instructions to prepare our pro- 
gramme." 

~ He called for the implemen- 
tation of October’s Wye accord 
which has been frozen since 
Netanyahu refused in 
December to cany out the sec- 
ond of three Israeli troop with- 
drawals from the West Bank. 

He also urged “territorial 


concessions” on the Golan 
Heights, occupied from Syria 
in 1967. 

“Our strategic arm is to 
achieve real peace on every 
from.” Mordechai said 
“But only a strong Israel led 
by this team oaq conduct per- 
manent negotiations to deter- 
mine the borders of the country 
while firmly guaranteeing 
national interests, the interests 
of security and the settlements, 
while remaining ready for rea- 
sonable compromise with our 
neighbours." be added 
He accused the current gov- 
ernment of being unable to 
move towards agreement on 
the final status of the 
Palestinian territories, as laid 
down in the 1 993 Oslo accords. 

“We have to restart dialogue 
with Syria, guaranteeing our 
interests in the Golan buf look- 
ing for a territorial compromise 
which will enable us to negoti- 
ate with Lebanon as well,” he 
said 

Syria is demanding the return 
of the whole of the Golan 
Heights in exchange for a 
peace treaty. Lebanon and 
Syria have linked their policies, 
and made it clear one will not 
reach agreement with Israel 
without foe other 
Turning to domestic issues. 


Mordechai said he would 
declare “war on unemploy- 
ment,” and announced that he 
would push for a “social pact” 
and a written constitution. 

Lipkin-Shahak said he had 
agreed to stand aside for 
Mordechai “because 

fMordechai] had a better 
chance of winning." 

Meridor said be had stood 
aside as leader in order to “put 
an end to the unprecedented 
crisis of a cynical and manipu- 
lative government." 

Netanyahu, who sacked 
Mordechai as defence minister 
on Saturday, after accusing him 
of disloyalty, described the new 
group as “a party of polls with 
no political message to offer.” 

“It’s all wind. This is a coali- 
tion of ambitious, frustrated 
closet leftists who have nothing 
else in common.” he said, as he 
arrived for foe primaries in his 
own Likud Party. 

Likud Party- members are 
voting to choose whether 
Netanyahu or former Defence 
Minister Mosbe Arens should 
lead the party into the elections. 

Commentators say 

Netanyahu is expected to win 
easily. 

The results of foe Likud pri- 
mary are to be announced on 
Tuesday. 



A MAN AND HIS BIRD: A guerrilla of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARCk with his pet para- 
keet, Mondav searches a bag belonging to a passenger from a bos at a roadblock in San Vicente del Caguan. 
Colombia, 700 kms southwest of Bogota. The FARC suspended talks with the government, citing its inefficiency 
in dealing with paramilitary forces in the country (AFP photo) 

Mordechai, Netanyahu say talks 
under way on Lebanon withdrawal 


Party from Israeli ruling coalition 
wants Oslo accords scrapped 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
National Religious Party 
(NRP), foe political aim of foe 
Jewish settler movement and a 
member of Israels governing 
coalition, called in an election 
platform published Monday 
tor the cancellation of the Oslo 
peace accords with foe 
Palestinians. 

The NRP has nine deputies 
in the outgoing 120-member 
parliament and helped bring 
about the collapse of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s coalition last 
month in order to prevent fur- 
ther land concessions to foe 
Palestinians. 

But during a meeting of the 
NRP central committee 


Sunday night, party' leader and 
Education Minister Yitzhak 
Levy said foe movement 
would .back Netanyahu’s bid 
for reelection in May polls. 

Levy’s announcement was a 
blow to Benny Begin, son of 
the late Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, who defect- 
ed from Netanyahu's Likud 
Party, and formed^ ^nevy far- 
right party' Herat, to campaign 
for prime minister and parlia- 
ment in foe May 17 elections. 

Begin also opposes any fur- 
ther territorial concessions to 
foe Palestinians. 

But he is given virtually no 
chance of winning foe prime 
ministerial election and NRP 
leaders fear that splitting foe 


right-wing vote between Begin 
and Netanyahu could lead to 
the election of Ehud Barak, 
chairman of foe left-of-centre 
Labour Party. 

In hs campaign platform 
adopted Sunday night and pub- 
lished Monday, foe NRP calls 
for the cancellation of autono- 
my agreements signed with foe 
Palestinians over the past five 
years. 

The movement, which con- 
siders the West Bank to be ter- 
ritory given by God to Israel, 
also called for the annexation 
of all land in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip still under Israeli 
control if the Palestinians cany 
ait a threat to unilaterally 
declare an independent state. 


KERYAT SHEMONA (AFP) 
— Outgoing Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
said Monday that negotiations 
were under way on a possible 
Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

‘There are some kind of 
negotiations going on. bur I 
cannot elaborate upon them. I 
hope that they will bear fruit.” 
Mordechai told soldiers of the 
northern command during a 
farewell tour to foe region as 
defence minister. 

He would not say who was 
involved in the negotiations, 
adding only that “currently 
there is a dialogue with various 
bodies in order to reach an 
agreement on Lebanon.” 

“I promise you that we will 
continue to look for ways to get 
the army out of Lebanon in a 
manner that will ensure the 
security of the people in nonh- 
em Israel and north of foe inter- 
national border,” Mordechai 
said. 

In Beirut Lebanese Prime 
Minister Salim Hoss said no 


talks were under way on an 
Israeli withdrawal from south- 
ern Lebanon and denounced 
Mordechai ‘s remarks as 
“groundless" 

“Resolution 425 of foe L\N. 
Security Council demands an 
unconditional Israeli with- 
drawal from occupied territory, 
up to the internationally recog- 
nised bonder.” he told .AFP. 
'There is therefore no reason to 
negotiate.” 

Diplomatic sources said 
Mordechai was referring to 
talks being conducted by 
Israel's special coordinator for 
Lebanon Uri Lubrani concern- 
ing a withdrawal of Israeli- 
allied Lebanese faces from a 
small sector of foe Israeli-occu- 
pied zone in south Lebanon 
known as the Jezzine enclave. 

A Jezzine pullback could be 
seen as a test case for further 
possible Israeli withdrawals 
from the "security zone.” 

Responding to Mordechai s 
comments. Netanyahu 

acknowledged there w ere con- 
tacts under way concerning 


PKK threatens bombing campaign against Turkey 


DUBAI (R) — Kurdish guerrilla 
Abdullah Ocalan said in an interview 
published this week that he left Syria last 
year to spare foe area a war Turkey was 
planning in order to dominate the region. 

Ocalan, whose presence in Syria last 
year prompted Turkey to threaten its Arab 
neighbour, told the London-based 
Arabic-language A1 Wasat magazine that 
his Kurdish followers might resort to sui- 
cide bombings against Turkey if a politi- 
cal solution for the Kuidish minority 
there was not found soon. 

He was detained in Italy on Nov. 12 but 


later set free by an Italian court He left 
Rome earlier this month for an unknown 
destination after Italy refused requests by 
Tlukey to extradite him- The magazine 
said foe interview was conducted in 
Rome 10 days ago, before be left Italy. 

“My presence there fm Syria] was 
about to trigger a war in the region that 
could have exposed that country to dan- 
ger,” Ocalan said. 

“Rnkey had decided to carry out a ter- 
rible operation, starting with me and 
passing through Syria and ending in Iraq, 
to impose its hegemony cm the entire 


region.’ 

Turkey last October threatened to use 
face against Syria, demanding that it 
expel Ocalan, bead of the Kuidish 
Labour Party (PKK), which had been 
waging a 14-year campaign for Kurdish 
autonomy in southeast Thricey. 

Ocalan said Ik left Syria at the urging 
of “my Greek friends” but could not stay 
in Greece and moved to Russia, heeding 
an invitation from foe foreign relations 
committee of die Duma. 

Ocalan said Turkey was planning to 
assassinate him during the crisis with 


Syria using missiles. He gave no details. 

He said his group still sought a peace- 
ful settlement that would ensure Turkey’s 
Kurds got autonomy in a federal democ- 
ratic state. 

“But if there is no political settlemenr to 
foe Kurdish question... we will witness 
chaos,” be said 

T can leave the fighters of foe [PKK] 
party free to act and then we will see a 
development Palestinian-style. with all 
that entails in terras of savage bombings,” 
he said, referring to suicide bombings by 
Islamic militants neairw Israel. 
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Lebanon and stressed that they 
were under his direct authority. 

Sources close to prime min- 
ister accused Mordechai of 
leakmo information about foe 
Lebanon talks to further his 
own election campaign. 

Ai Mordechai 's suggestion. 
Netanyahu s government offi- 
cially ’approved a year ago 
U2V Resolution 425. which 
requires Israel to withdraw 
from Lebanon, where Israeli 
forces have maintained a so- 
called. “buffer force" for 20 

years. 

Bur Israel conditioned any 
withdrawal on obtaining guar- 
antees from the Beirut govern- 
ment that it will disarm anti- 
Israel guerrillas in soah 
Lebanon and prevent cross- 
border attacks on northern 
Israel. 

Lebanon, and its Syrian 
patron, rejected the offer, insist- 
ing that foe U.N. resolution 
requires an unconditional 
Israeli pullout. 

Damascus insists the conflict 
can onlv be resolved with a 


comprehensive agreement 
involving Israel's withdrawal 
from foe Golan Heights, which 
Israel occupied in foe 1967 
war. 

Hardliners in Netanyahu's 
government who oppose any 
return of the Golan have 
responded to the Lebanese and 
Syrian stance by suggesting 
Israel carry out a unilateral 
withdrawal from Lebanon cou- 
pled with a warning foal any 
future cross-border attacks will 
meet with harsh retaliation. 

Mordechai strongly opposed 
such a plan as a recipe for 
expanded conflict, with both 
Lebanon and Syria and on 
Monday insisted that his view 
was shared by the top military 
and intelligence officials. 

During his farewell remarks 
here, Mordechai said it was 
essential to resume peace 
negotiations with Syria which 
were broken off nearly three 
years ago and indicated this 
would be a priority if he was 
elected 


SLA releases 16 jailed Lebanese 

MARTAYOUN (R) — The Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia released 16 Lebanese prisoners on Monday 
from Khiam prison. A spokesman for the SLA said foe 16 were 
all from foe 15 km-deep snip Israel occupies in south Lebanon 
and were released fa humanitarian reasons. A Reuters reporter 
said SLA cars took foe freed prisoners, all male and mostly in 
their youth, ba± io their hometowns in the zone. The released 
men said around 150 of their colleagues were still in foe prison. 
One said be had beat held in Khiam for 10 years. 

Two hurt in explosion at Iranian paper 

TEHRAN (API — A bomb exploded Monday inside the 
Tehran offices of a controversial newspaper; slightly injuring two 
reporters, newspaper staff said The explosion shattered win- 
dows at the offices of the Khordad newspaper, staff members 
said speaking on condition of anonymity. The newspaper, 
w hich was started only about two months ago. is run tty 
Abdullah Noun, a moderate vice president who has angered 
hard-liners inside the Iranian government. Khordad, a Farsi-lan- 
guage daily, has also angered hard-liners with its outspoken 
insistence on democracy arid human rights. 

Apartheid cop wants murder amnestied 

PRETO RIA (R ) — A former apartheid police captain saving a 
25-year sentence for beating his wife to death said on Monday 
he had had to "eli m i n ate” her to stop her revealing police secrets. 
Michael Bellingan is seeking amnesty from South Africa's Truth 

■ Commission for the brutal murder in 1991 of his wife Janine. 
i with whom he had two children. He is fiercely opposed by his 

I former in-laws. In a submission to foe commission, Bellingan j 
! said he had had no choice butto kin his wife because she had I 
! threatened to expose police hit lists and an elaborate scam in 
wh j cfa other officers intercepted money intended for an 

■ anti-apartheid union, “hi order to neutralise foe threat I decided 
j to eliminate Janine,” be said. “I had no choice... she was a threat 
: to foe security branch and the government, as well as the politi- 
; ail situation ax ihat time.” 

! Canadian on death row loses appeal 

WASHINGTON (R) — A Canadian convicted of murder in 
Texas lost a U.S. Supreme Court appeal on Monday foal tahr 
death sentence should be overturned because his rights under 
international law were violated The high court rejected without 
comment the appeal by Joseph Stanley Builder, who has been 


— ^ s rejection qi me 

appeal ended foe last-minute stay of execution that it granted last 

H 301 ™ 50 J u ?fj oes could consider foe claims. Texas authori- 
ties now win before to reschedule foe ffiecutioL When the death 

sentence is earned out. Faultier will become the first Canadian 
executed in the United States since 1952. His case has sparked 

outrage m Canada, wtkfo abolished foe death penalty' in 1976. 



Prisoner throws^ 

feces at judged - 

COLOMBO (APy w. A 
prisoner angered by-debv in 
his case threw a bag ftfl $ 
feces at a judge, causing 
panic as lawyers fooright! 
was a bomb, a newspaper 
reported' Monday. -T& 
Observer said foe bag 

entangled in foe blades of a 

ceiling fan, “spreading ^ 
content everywhere.” " The 
incident took place 
Negambo, " north ^ of 
Colombo, on FridayjCojjt 
cases in Sri Lanka, home k 
183 million people,’ oftea 
get delayed for years dne*j 

paucity of judges and coom. 

Couple to wed 
at first sight 7 ; 

LONDON (AFP) —British 
couple Carla Germaine,- a 
23-year-old model, ati 
sales manager Greg Cptil& 
28. were set to wed Monday, 
without having eversetejfci 
on each other. The par wen 
a competition, eufitied rTwD 
Strangers and a Wed&ig*' 
organised by BRMB Radio, 
after being matritei£ ©o . 
grounds of compjttfialhyijy 
a panel which included^ 
astrologer. The competition 
offers a Caribbean jkiow- 
moon and a year’s nsttif a 
car and rent-free accommo- 
dation to the couple, Jf&rv 
stay together. The stanf-fo 
provoked an outcty/lroni 
church leaders, mafoag; . 
guidance counciOcK^ad 
elected rejxesentatrv^^o 
say it is demeamngjos- 


Prisoner restores 
wedding ringliir 
82 years 

DUBLIN (AFP) — l 
ding ring dug up by~aiS|ta- 
est prisoner doing 
de rung has been itiSjal 
after 82 years to 
daughter of the wom^gB 
lost it The prisone^^fl 
the gold ring, inscrfoa||p 
the name J. Dahil Otfe 
working in the ganfip jo f 
Spike Island jail neaKprfc' 
southern Ireland. He ffiffidSi 
it to the chief prison officer, 
whose wife traced its ilpfc 
ry. The ring had beeulo ifo 
Julia D ahill in 1917 
she was gardening 6npfe 
island, which was tfraTa 
British army fort ' ' 


Don’t drink 
and drive 

• - 

STOCKHOLM (AFEJ^f- 
Sweden is to embark^nn 
five-year trial from FebfW 
an ignition interlock systea 
that will prevent people#®- 
vie ted on drink denting 
offences from starting te 
cars until they passes 
breathalyser test y 
Dagens Industri newspaper 
reported Monday.' ‘ Tte 
experiment, which . ' the 
newspaper said was -a fid 
for Europe, will reqnire the-? 
drivers to install ' . .afl 
“Aicolock” system m-js? ■! 
cars, at their own expense 
In order to start foe 
driver must blow into * 
mouthpiece attached to^aa 
alcohol sensor. If thereby? 
illegally ' high "level 
hoi in the driver’s blootfcS* 
ignition is blocked, . 

engine will not start. __ 

Poll finds 
media, politicians^ 
untrustworthy ^ . 

LONDON (AFP)..,'?: 
Journalists rank below 
politicians as the -mSt 
untruthful people in Britafr 
according to the results ofa 
new survey. A huge 79-pff 
cent of people reckon 

nalists cannot be trusted 
only 15 per cent apparency 
believe foe press — * wlfle 
72 per cent think pofitirifli* 
are untrustworthy. The pott 
of just over 2,000 Briton 
also found that seven oiit® 
10 reckon government ?nij^ 
isters lie. There is "of*’ 
crumb of comfort however 
— foe figure is down from 
the 80 per cent who though 
so before Labour came.# 
power in May 1.90&- > 
Doctors. teachers^ a#;; 
priests topped the truth 
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